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Sir john Falſtaff, . : TA 


| Fenton „ 4 young Gentleman. of [mall henne \ in = 
love with Mrs. Anne Page. | 


Shallow , a Country Juſtice. 
Slender , Couſin to Shallow 4 fooliſh Country Squir, 


; pots £48 1 : Tuo Gli, dwelling at Windſor | 


Sir Hugh Evans, a Welch Parſon. 
Dr. Caius, à French Doctor. 


Hoſt of the Garter, 4 1 85 Talking Fellow. 


Bardolph, 


Piſtol, 5 Sharpers attending v on Falſtaff. 
Nym, 3 | 

Robin, Page to Falſtaff 

Simple, Servant to Slender. 


* 


| Rugby, Servant to Dr. Caius. SE, 


9 Enie 

W O M E N. 

Mrs. Page, Wife to Mr. Page. 
Mrs. Ford, Wife to Mr, Ford: : 


Mrs. Anne Page, enter ro Mr. Page, 5 in-loven 
Fenton. 


Mrs, Quickly, , Servant 70 re Seins. TE 
| Servants to Page, F ord., &c. 
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4 THE MERRY WIVES 
Slen, Ay, and Reto-lorum too; and a Gentleman Y 5 


born , Maſter Parſon , who writes himſelf Armigero , © und 
in any Bill, Warrant, Quittance, or Obligation, E 
Armigero. as 50 
Shat Ay that Ido, and have dome any time theſe ¶ nies 
three hundred years. his « 
Slen. All his Succeſſors, gone before bim, have gie 
don't; and all his Anceſtors, that come after him , lt we 
2 they may He che dogen SINE Luces in cher pe 
am 
'Shal. It is an old Coa . He 
Eva. The dozen white Lowſes do become: an old] Poul 
Coat well, it agrees well paſlant; it is « familiar Er 
beaſt to Man, and ſignifies Love. by. 
Sal. The Luceis the freſh ſh 5 falcfiſhis aul Sly 
Coat {© good 
Slen. I may quarter, Coz. Ex 
Shal. You may, by marr N gifts. 
Eva. It is marring indeed, i he quarter it. Sh, 
Shal. Nota whit. | there 
Eva. Yes per-lady ʒ if he hasaquarcer of your Coup =_ =» 
there is but three skirts for your ſelf, in my ſimple Idod 
conjectures ; but that is all one: If Sir John hy WT tot t 
have committed diſparagements unto you, I am off P* 
the Church, and will be glad to do my benevolence WF peatt 
to make atonements and compremiſes e Got b 
Shal. The Council ſhall hear it; it is a Riot. 5 | 
Eva. It is not meet the Council hear of a Riot 
there is no feat of Got in a Riot: The Council, loo 
you, ſhall deſire to hear the fear of Got, aud not if Pa 
bear a Riot; take you viza- ments in that. Ev. 
Shal. Ha lG my life, if I were ; yourty again, th Juſtie: 
Sword ſhould end it, perad 
Eva. It is petter that Friends i is the Sword audend f grow 
itz and there is alſo another device in my prain, which Pag 
peradvencure prings good difcretions with it: TherbY jou fo 
is Anne Page, which is Daughter to Maſter — Sha 
Page, FRITH pre virginity, 7 oy 


Sl | 


— 


—— — — 


lun Sen. Miſtreſs Anne Page! ſhe has brown hair, 
0 , ind (peaks like a Woman. „ 7 
n, Eva. It is that ferry perſon for all the orld, as juſt 
25 you will defire; and ſeven hundred pounds of mo- 
[eſe MW nics , and Gold, and Silver, is her Grand - ſire upon 
bis deaths bed (Got deliver to a joyful reſurtections) 
ave give, when ſhe is able to overtake ſeventeen years old: 
im, |t were a good motion, if we leave our pribbles aud 


—— — 
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heit prabbles, and defire.a Marriage between Maſter Abra- | 
am, and Miſtreſs Annes Page, | 

IM 5». Did her Grand-fire leave her ſeven hundred I} 
old 2 Pound ? | „„ of 


la Eva. Ay, and ber Father is m ke ber a pettet pen- 


y- 

old! . 1 know the yaung Gentle woman; ſhe has 

I coodgitts. „ . | 

= 3 Seven hundred Pounds, and poſſibility is goot 
ifts. ' | TY 

Ver Well; let us ſee honeſt Mr. Page: Is Falſtaf 

there? „ 
Eva. Shall I tell you a lie ? I do deſpiſe a Liar as 

Ido deſpiſe one that is falſe ; or as I deſpiſe one that is 

not true. The knight, Sir John, is there; and I be- 

eech you be ruled by your well - willers. I will 

eat the door ¶ Knocks) fac Maſter Page. What hoa? 

Got bleſs your Houle here. 
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Page. Who's there ? „ fs 

Eva, Here is Got's pleſſing, and your Friend, and 
Juſtice Shallow z and here's young Maſter Slender; that 
peradventures ſhall tell you another tale; if matrers 
grow to your likings. _ 

Page. Tam glad to ſec your Worſhips well: I thank 
jou for my Veniſon, Maſter Shall. 
Shal. Maſter Page, I am 14 to ſee you; much good 


doi; your good kart; wid d your Veniſon bereer ; i 
| JFF! 
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'6 THE MERRY WIVES 
Was ill kilbd. How doth good Miſtreſs Page? And! 
thank you al ways with my heart la; with my" heart, 


Page. Sir, I thank you.“ 
_ Shal. Sir, Ithank you! by yea oP no Ido. 


Page. Iam glad to ſee you, good Maſter Slender. our he 
 Slen, How do's your fallow Greyhound, Sir? 1 ien. 
heard lay he was out- run on Cotſale. jou, an 
Page. It could not be judg'd , Sir. Nona 
Slen. Vou' Il not confeſs you Il not confeſss. Bar. 
Shal. That he will notʒ ti IS your fault, {tis your fault; Slen 

tis a good Dog. 1 0 , Piſt. 
Pag E. A Cur, Sir. Slen 


Shal. Sir, he's a good Dog, al a fair Dog; can WM N)) 
there be more {aid ? He is good and fair, Is Sir John ¶ humo 


| Falſiaff here? Slen 
Page. Sir, he is within; and would 1 could do a WM Couſii 
good office between you. Evi 
Eva. It is ſpoke as a Chriſtians 2 to ſpeaks ere! 
Shal. He hath wrong'd me, Maſter Page. that is 
Page. Sir, he doth in ſome ſorrcoaeſt i tf. b my 


Shal. If it be coufeſs'd, it is notredreſs'd ; is not that WM 1iſtly 
ſo, Mr. Page? He hath wrong'd me, indeed he hath; Pa 
at a word he hath, believe me; ; Robert Shallow , E. them. 


quire, ſaith, he is wrong d. E 
gy Here comes Sir John. N Note! 

| h Cauſt 

Enter Sir John Falſtaff, 1 Nym and Fal 

h Piſtol. | = RY 

| Ex 

Fal. Now, Maſter Shallow , you complain. of me ehe 
to the King! Fa 
bal. Knight, you have beaten my Men, Kill 1 0. 
Deer, and broke open my Lodge. mig] 
Fal. But not kiſs'd your Keeper's Daughter. 505 elle, 
Shal. Tut, a pin; this ſhall be anſwer'd. Lau 
Tal. 1 will anſwer it ſtraight: Ihaye done all this. & ty 
Thar i is now anſwer' d. | „. 


Shal. The Council 1 know this,” Zo 10 


And! 


ral. Twere better for you if it were known in 
Council ; You'll be laugh ꝭ d at. pcs | 


eat. „ 
Eva. Pauca verba, Sir John, good worts. 


er. 


OF WINDSOR 7 


Fal. Good worts? Good Cabage. Slender, I broke . 


: our head: What matter have you againſt me ? 
ir? 1 Sen. Marry Sir, I have matter in my head againſt 
ou, and againſt your Cony catching Raſcals, Bardolph, 
Nym and Piſtol. TC | 
Bar. You Banbury Cheeſe. ,_ 
ault Slen. Ay, it is no matter, | 
| Piſt, How now, Mephoſtophilus? 
Lien. Ay, it is no matter. 
can WY Nym. Slice, I ſay, pauca, pauca: Slice, that's my 
John humour. 2 3 5 „ 


Slen, Where's Sunple, my Man? Can you tell 
do a couſin? | F 
Eva. Peace, I pray you: Now let us underſtand; 
there is three Umpires in this matter, as I underſtand; 
that is, Maſter Page, fidelicet , Maſter Page; and there 


b my ſelf, fidelicet, my ſelf; and the three party is, 


that laſtly , and finally, mine Hoſt of the Garter. 
Page. We three to hear it, and end it between 
El. mem. | | 


Eva, Ferry goot; Iwill make a prief of it in my 


Notebook, and we will afterwards orke upon the 
: Cauſe with as great diſcreetly as we can. | 
Fal. Piſtol. 
= 27:7. He hears with ears. 3 
Eva. The Tevil and his Tam; what phraſe is this, 
me he hears with ear? Why, it is affectations. 
Hal. Piſtol, did you pick Mr. Slender's purſe? 
m Len. Ay, by theſe gloves did he, or I would L 
might never come in mine own great Chamber again 
cle, of ſeven Groats in mill- ſixpences, and two 
WB Edward Shovelboards, that coſt me two Shilling 
15 & two pence a piece, of Nad Miller; by theſe Gloves. 
Fal. Is this true, Piftol? ; 
| | A4 Eva. 
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2 THEMERRY WIVES 


Eva. No zit is falſe, ifit is a Pick - purſe. 


Piſt. Ha, thou Mountain Foreigner: Sit John , and 


Maſter mine, l combate challenge of this Latin Bilboe: 


Word of denial inthy Zabras here; word of denial; 


Froth and Scum, thou ly ſtt. 
Slen. By theſe Gloves, then 'twas ne. 
Nym. Beadvis'd , Sir, and paſs good humours: ! 
1 will Gay marry trap with you, if you run the nut- 
hooks humour on me; that is the very note of it. 
Slen. By-this hat then he in the red face had it; for 


tho I cannot remember what I did when you made 


me drunk, yet Iam not altogether an Aſs, 
Fal. What lay you, Scarlet and John: 


Bard. Why, Sir, for my part, I ſay, the Gentle. 


man had drunk himſelf out of his five ſentences. 


Exa. It is his five Senſes. Fie , what the ignorance 
. | 


Bard. And being ſap, Sir, was, as they ſay, caſhier'd;” 


and ſo concluſions paſt the car-eires. 
| Slen, Ay, you ſpake in Latin then too; but tis no 


matter; I Il ne er be drunk whil'ſt I live again, but in 


honeſt, civil, godly company for this trick: If 1 be 


drunk, I'll be drunk with thoſe that have the fear of 
God, and not with drunken Kuaves. 


Eva. So God udg me, that is a virtuous mind. 


Fal. You hear all theſe matters deny d, Gentlemen, 


you hear it. 


Enter Miſtreſs Anne Page, with ine 


page. Nay, Daughter, carry the Wine in; well 
drink within. *VV„‚F!ä 3 
Slen. Oh Heav'n! this is Miſtreſs Anne Page. 


Enter Miſtreſs Ford and Miſtreſs Page. 


| Page, How now Miſtreſs Ford? | 
- 1 LEY 


el! | 


Pal. 


OF WINDSOR. . 


Fal. Miſtreſs Ford, by my troth you are very well 
met; by Fa our leave, good Miſtreſs. 

Page. Wife, bid theſe Gentlemen welcome: come , 
we have a hot Veniſon Paſty to dinner; Come, Gent- 
kmen 1 hope we ſhall drink down all unkindneſs. 

0 Ex. Fal. Page „r. 


Manent Shallow , Evans and Slender. 


Sen. 1 had rather chan forty _ „I had my 
Book of Songs and Sonnets here. 


* 


Enter Simple. 


How; nowSiple : wh. have you been? I muſt ute | 


on my ſelf, muſt 12 You have not the Book of Riddles | 


about you , have you ? 
Simp. Book of Riddles why » did you not lend it 


to Alice Short-cake upon Allhollowmas laſt , a fortnighr 


alore Michaelmas ? 
Shal. Come Coz, come Coz ; we ſtay for you: A 
word with you Coz: Marry this, Coz, there is, as 


were, a tender, a kind of tender, made afar off by | 


vir Hugh here: Do you underſtand me? 

Slen.Ay , Sir you ſhall find me reaſonable: If it be 
ſo, I ſhall dothatis reaſon. | 

Shal. Nay , bur anderſtanc's me. 

Slen. So I do, Sir. 


Eva. Give ear to his motions , Mr. Slender: 1 


will deſeription the matter to you, if you be capa- 
city of it. 


Slen. Nay , 1 will do as my Couſin Shallow (a 5: 


| pray you pardon me; he's a Juſtice of Peace in his 
(ountry, ſimple tho 1 ſtand here. 
Eva. But that is not the queſtion: the queſtion 
is concerning your Marriage. 
Shal, nd , There's the point, Sir. 
A 5 | Eva. 
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1 THE MERRY WIVES 
Eva. Marry is it; the very point of it, to Mrs. 
Anne Page. VVV 
Slen. Why if it be ſo, Iwill marry her upon any 
reaſonable demands. | | | 
Ewa. But can you affection the oman? Let us com- 
maud ro know that of your mouth , or of your lips: 
For divers Philoſophers hold, that the lips is parcel } 
of the mouth: Therefore preciſely , can you marry | 
your good will ro the Maid? Fro 
Shal. Couſin Abraham Slender, can you love her? 
Slen. I hope, Sir; I will do as it ſhall become one 
that would do reaſon - 
Eva. Nay , Got's Lords and his Ladies, you muſt | 
| ſpeak poſſitable, if you can carre-her your deſires to- 
wards her. | 
Sßhal. That you muſt: 
Will you, upon good dowry , marry her ? : 
Slen. I willdoa greater thing than that upon your 
Requeſt , Couſin, in any reaſon. | 
Shal. Nay , conceive me, conceive me, ſweet Coz, Bf 
what 1 do is to pleaſure you, Coz: Can you love the 
Maid? | on, „ 
Slen. I will marry her, Sir, at your Requeſt : But if 
there be no great Love in the beginning, yet Heayn 
may decreaſe it upon better acquaintance, when we 
are marry'd, and have more occaſion to know one 
another: I hope upon familiarity will grow more con- 
tent: But if you ſay, marry her, I will marry her, 
I am freely diſſolved, and diſſolutely. | 5 
Eva. It is a ferry diſcretion anſwer; ſave the fall 
is in thord diflolutely : The ort is, according to 
our meaning, reſolutely; his meaning is good. 
Shal. Ay, I think my Couſin meant well. 
Slen. Ay, or elſe I would 1 might be hang', la. 


Enter Miſtreſs Anne Page. i 
Shal. Here comes fair Miſtreſs Anze: Would I : 


were young for your ſake, Miſtreſs Anne. : 


% 


OF WINDSOR I 
L Anne. The Dinner is on the table; my Father 
Leſires your Worlhip's company. | 
/ Shal. I will wait on him, fair Miſtreſs Anne. 
Eva. Od's pleſſed will, I will not be abſence at 
che Grace. (Ex. Shallow and Evans. 
5 Anne. V ill't pleaſe your Worſhip to come in, Sir? 
Lien. No, I thank you forſootn heartily; I am 
y | very well. 8 8 8 
Anne. The Dinner attends you, Sir. 
WH Flex. I am not a hungry, I thank you forſooth: 


c WM GoSirrah , for all you are my Man, go wait upon 


ny Couſin Shallow a Juſtice of Peace ſometime ma 

ſt de bcholding to his Friend for a Man. I keep but 

b mree Men and a Boy yet, till my Mother be dead; 
but what though, yet Llive a poor Gentleman born. 

Anne. I may not go in without your Wotthip 

WT they will not fic till you come. 

ir Lien. I'faith, I'll eat nothing; I thank you as 
nuch as though I dic. | 

: Anne. I pray you, Sir, walk in. | 

ne ben. I had rather walk here, I thank you: I 
brais d my ſhin th' other day, with playing ar 
Sword and Dagger with a Maſter of Fence , three 

Veneys for a diſh of ſtew'd Prunes, and by my troth 


Cee on 
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your Dogs bar ſo? be there Bears i'th Town? 
Anne. Ithink there are, Sir, I heard them talk'd of. 


el at it as any Man in England. Vou are afraid if you 
all ſee the Bear looſe, are you not? 
Anne. Ay indeed, Sir. „„ | : 

Slen. That's meat and drink to me now; I have 
ſeen Sackerſoz looſe twenty times, and have taken 
him by the chain; but, Iwarrant you, the Women 
have fo cry'd and ſhriekt at it, that it paſt : But Wo- 
men indeed cannot abide'em ,- they are very. ill- 
hyour'd rough things. : | 
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cannot abide the ſmell of hot meat ſince. Why do 


Slen. love the ſport well, but 1 ſhall as ſoon quar- 
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12 THE MERRY WIVES 


Enter Mr. Page. 


Page. Come, gentle Mr. Slender, come; we ſtay 
for you. 8 5 
Slen. I'll eat nothing, I thank you, Sir. 
Page. By Cock and Fye you thall not chuſe, Sir; 
come, come. 55 
Sien. Nay, pray you lead the way. 
Page. Come on, Sir. 5 | 
Sien. Miſtreſs Anne, your (elf ſhall go firſt. 
Anne. Not I, Sir, pray you keep on. 


— 


— 


Slen. Truly I will not go firſt, truly Ia: I will 


not do you that wrong. 
Anne. I pray you, Sir. | 
Slen. I'll rather be unmannerly than troubleſome; 


| You do your ſelf wrong, indeed-la - Exeunt. 


SCENE 11. 
Exer Evans and Simple. 


Evans. 


ſtreſs Quickly „which is in the manner of his Nurſe, 
ot his dry Nurſe , or his Cook, or his Laun- 
dry, his Waſher, and his Ringer.. 

f Simp. Well, Sir. ES | 


Eva. Nay , it is petter yet; give her this Letter; 


for it is a omon that altogethers acquaintance with 


Miſtreſs Anne Page, and the Letter is to deſite, and 
require her to ſollicit your Maſter's deſires to Miſtrels | 
Anne Page: I pray you be gone; Iwill make an end 
of my Dinner; there's Pippins and Cheeſe to come. 


SCE 


O your ways, and ask of Doctor Caius Houle 
which is the way; and there d wells one Mi- 


Lutei 


SCENE III. 


and Robin. 


FATLS TAF x. 


Ine Hoſt of the Garter. | | 
Hoſt, What ſays my Bully Rock 2 ſpeak 

ſchollarly, and wiſely. | 
Fal. Truly, mine Hoſt, I muſt turn away ſome 

of my Followers, „ 

me: Hoſt. Diſcard, Bully Hercules, caſhier ; let them 

unt wag; trot, trot. 5 | 

Fal. I fit at ten Pounds a week. 1 5 


will! 


Hoſt. Thou'rt an Emperor, Ceſar, Kaiſar, and 


Phaezer, I will entertain Bardolph , he will draw , 
he will tap, ſaid I well, Bully Hector? 

Fal. Do ſo, good mine Hoſt, : 
| Hoſt, I have ſpoke , let him follow; let me ſee 
thee froth and live: I am at a word; follow. 

| | (Exit Hoſt. 
ouſe Fal. Bardolph follow him; a Tapſter is a good 
Mi- Trade; an old Cloak makes a new Jerkin; a wither'd 
rſe, Serving man, a freſh Tapſter; go, adieu. „ 
un- Bard. It is a life that I have defir'd ; I will thrive. 

= | Exit. Bard. 


piſt. O baſe Hungarian Wight , wilt thou che 


ter; Ml ſpigor wield? | | 

with Nym, He was gotten in drink; is not the humour 
and conceited? F 5 
trels . Fal. I am glad I am fo acquit of this Tinderbox; 
end IF 'tis thefts were roo open, his filching was like an 


, 


"me. ¶ unskilful Singer, he kept nor time. 


teſt. 


unt. Nym. The good humour is to ſeal at acminute's 
—_ > un. 
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Enter Falſtaff, Hoſt, Bardolph, Nym, Piſtol - 
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146 THE MERRY WIVES 
Piſt. Convey , the Wile it call: Steal! Foh ; a fice 
for the phraſe. 7 Cs 
Fal. Well, Sirs, I am almoſt out at heels. 
Piſt, Why then ler kibes enſue. A 
Fal. There is no remedy : I muſt conicatch, 1 
muſt ſhift. _ . 
Piſt. Young Ravens muſt have food. 

Fal. Which of you know Ford of this Town? 
Piſt. I ken the Wight, he is of ſubſtance good. 
Fal. My honeſt Lads, Iwill tell you what I am + 
bout. 5 Ld 
Piſt. Two yards and more. 3 Rr 

Fal. No quips now, Piſtol: Indeed 1 am in the 


waſte two yards about; but I am now about no waſte, | 


I am about thrift. Briefly , Ido mean to make Jove to 
Ford's Wife: I ſpy entertainment in her; ſhe diſcour- 
ſes, ſhe carves , ſhe gives the leer of invitation; I can 
conſtrue the action of her familiar ſtile; and the har- 
deſt voice of her behaviour, ra be engliſh'd right, is, 
1am Sir John Falltaff's. fe. . 

Piſt. He hath ſtudy d her well, and tranſlated her 
will, cut of honeſty into Engliſh. 8 1 

Nym. The Anchor is deep; will that humour paſs? 


Fal. Now, the report goes, ſhe has all the rule of 


her Husband's Purſe: He hath a Legend of Angels. 
ſay I. 3 : 
©  Nym. The humour riſes; it is good; humour me 
the Angels. 4p „„ 

Eal. I have writ me here 2 Letter to her; and here 


Piſt. As many Devils entertain; and to her, Boy, 


| another to Pages Wife, who even now gave me good 
eyes too, examin d my parts with moſt judicious | 


illiads ; ſometimes the beam of her view guarded my 
foot, ſometimes my portly belly. 
Tiſt. Then did the Sun on dung- hill ſhine, 
Nym. I thank thee for that humour. 
Fal. O ſhe did ſo courſe o'er my exteriors with ſuch 
a greedy intention, that the apetite of her eye did ſe 


1 * 


* 


E „* 
3 


o 


 fics 
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to ſcorch me up like a Burning glaſs: Here's another 
Letter to her; the bears the Purſe too; ſhe is a Region 
in Guiana, all Gold and bounty. I will be Cheaters to 
them both, and they ſhall be Exchequers to me; they 
ſhall be my Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and I will trade to 
to them both. Go, bear thou this Letter to Miſtreſs 
Page; and thou this to Miſtreſs Ford. We wall thrive, 
Lads , we will thrive. 

pill. Shall I Sir Pandarus of Troy becomes ? 

And by my fide wear ſteel ? Then Lucifer take all. 


tion. 

Fal. Hold, Sirrah , bear you theſe Letters rightly 5 
Sail like my Pinnacetotheſe golden ſhores. 

Rogues, hence, ayaunt , vauiſh like hail- ſtones; go, 
Irudge, plod away o th hof I {eek ſhelter, pack: 
Falſtaff will learn the humour of the Age, | 
French thrift , you Rogues my elf, and skirted page. 


(Exit. Falſtaff and Boy. 


Piſt. Let Vultures gripe thy guts; for Gourd , and 
rullam holds; 


and high and low N the rich and poor. 


Teſter L Il have in pouch when thou ſhalt 3 . 
Baſe Phrygian Turk. 


Nym. I have operations, 
Which be humours of revenge. 

Piſt. Wilt thou revenge : Jo” 

Nym. By Welkin and her Star: 

Pit, With Wit, or Steel ? - 

Nym. W ith both the og „L* 
will diſcuſs the humour of this Love to Ford. 

Piſt. And Ito Page ſhall eke unfold 
How Falſtaff, Varlet vile, 
His Dove will prove, his Gold will hold 
And his ſoft couch defile, 

Nym. My humour ſhall not cool; I will incenſe Ford 
(0 teal with-poiſon'; * will pollels him with yellow. 


neſs > 
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Nym. I will run no baſe humour: Here take the 
humour Letter, I will Keep the haviour of Reputa- 
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16 THE MERRY WIVES. 
neſs , for the Revolt of mine is dangerous: That is my 
true humour. | 

piſt. Thou art the Mars of Male-conrents : 1 ſecond 
thee ; troop on.  ( Exenm, 


ECENE LV: 
Enter Miſtreſs Quickly, Simple and 


- 


J ohn Rugby. 


DOUCKL F 


Hat,John Rugby! I pray thee go to the caſement, 
2 ſee if etl 3 8 , Maſter 
Doctor Caius, coming; if he do, I'faith, and find 
any body inthe houſe, here will be an old abuling ot 
God's patience, and the King's Engliſh. 
Rug. I'll go watch. ( Exit Rugby. 
Quic. Go, and we'll have a poſletfor't ſoon at might, 
in Faith, at the latter end of a Sea-coal fire. An honeſt, 
willing, kind Fellow, as ever Servant ſhall come in 
houſe withal, and I warrant you no Tell-tale, nor 
no Breed-bate; his worſt fault is that he is given te 
Pray'r, he is ſomething peeviſſi that way; but no be 
dy but has his fault; but let that paſs. Peter Simpls 
you ſay your name 1s? 
Simp. Ay, for fault of a better. 
Quic. And Maſter Slender's your Maſter ? 
Simp. Ay, forſooth. 5 
Qu7c. Does he not wear a great round beard , like a 
Glover's mr RED = 


Simp. No 1 orſooth; he hath bur a little weeface 2 7 


Quic. A ſoftly-ſpirited Man, is he not? 


Simp. Ay, forſooth ; bur he is as tall a Man of his 1555 
hands, as any is between this and his head ; he hat 60 
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OF WINDSOR 17 
Quic. How ſay you? Oh , 1 ſhould remember 
bim; does he not hold up his head, as it were? And 
ſtrut in his gate? | | | 
Simp, Yes indeed does he. 
Quic. Well, Heav'n ſend Anne Page no worſe 
Fortune. Tell Maſter Parſon Evans, I will do what 


can for your Maſter : Anne is a good Girl, and L 
wilh..s TRE | | 


Enter Rugby. 


Nug. Out, alas! Here comes my Ma ſter. 

Quic. We ſhall all be ſhent; run in here, good young 
Man; go into this Cloſet; (ut Simple in the Cloſer.) 
He will not ſtay long. What, ohn Rugby ! John! 
What John ! 1 ſay, go John, go enquire for my 
Maſter , I doubt he be not well, that bs comes not 
ome ; and down , down , adown'a. 


Enter Doctor Caius. 


Caius. Vat is you ſing? I do not like des toys; pray 
j0u go and vetch me in my. Cloſet , un boitier verd; 
box, a green-abox ; do intend vat 1 ſpeak ? A 
green abox. V | 

Quic. Ay forſooth, I'll fetch it you. 

am glad he went not in himſelf; if he had found the 
ung Man, he would have been horn mad. 

Cains, Fe, fe, fe, fe, ma ſoi il fait fort chaud, je 
en va ala Cour... la grande affaire. | 
Qz:c. Is it this Sir? 


Cains. Oui, mette le dans mon Pocket, Depeche quick- 


W':.. Vere is dat Knave Rugby ? 


Lic. What John. Rugby! John! 

Kug. Here Sir. „ 

Caius, You are John Rugby, and you are Fack 
y; come; take a your Rapier, and come after 


u heel tothe Court. 


B 5 Rug. 
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Caius. By my trot I tarry too long: Od's met 


18 THE MERRY WIVES 
Rug. Tis ready, Sir, here in the porch. - Ni 


Quai je oublié: Dere is ſome Simples in my Cloſe, 

dat I will not för the Varld I ſhall leave behind. 
gic. Ay me, he'll find the young Man there, 

and be mad. 3 TT: 


| | | „ ding 
Caius. O Diable, Diable; vat is in my Claſet! ing 


nor tl 


Villanie, Larron. Rugby, my Rapier. Cai 
Quic. Good Maſter be content. Sir Hu 
Caius: Wherefore ſhould I be content a ? n de 
Quic. The young Man is an honeſt Man. Prieſt 


Caius. What ſhall de honeſt Man do in my Cloſe! Wi; no! 
dere is no honeſt Man dat ſhall come in my Cloſa ho Oi 
Quic. I beſeech you be not ſo flegmatick ; hearth: Hit his 


truth of it. He came ofancrraud to me from Parſon Qs 
Hugh. 5 „ | Cai 
Caius. Vell. | mat a me 
Simp. Ay Fotſooth , to defire her to. Wii 
Quic. Peace, I pray you. Hoſt « 
Caius. Peace a your tongue, ſpeak a your tale. vill! 
Simp. To deſire this honeſt Gentlewoman , yout Qu 
Maid, to ſpeak a good word to Miftreſs Anne p vel: 
for my Maſter in the way of Marriage. good 


Quic. This is all indeed la; but III ne' er put my Cai 
finger in the fire , and need not. , car, 
Caius, Sir Hugh ſend-a-you ? Rugby; ballow mt out o. 

ſome paper; tarry you a little-a while. | 
Qzic. I am glad he is ſo quiet; if he had bem 
throughly moved, you ſhould have heard him {6 
loud, and ſo melancholy : But notwithſtanding, 
Man, I'll do for your Maſter what good I can; and 
the very yea, and the no is, the French Doctor mi 
Maſter , I may call him my Maſter, look you, for! 
keep his houſe, and I waſh, ringe, brew, bake 
ſcour , dreſs meat and drink, make the beds, and 

do al! my ſelf. 

Simp. Tis a great charge to come under ot 
body's hand. e . 
Nu.. 


* 


Ovic. Are you a vis'd o'that? You ſball find it a 


me great charge; and to be up early, and down late. 
det But notwithſtauding, to tell you in your ear, I 
d. Vould have no words of it, my Maſter himſelf is 
ere, in love with Miſtreſs Anne Page: but riotwithſtan- 


ding that, I know Anne's mind, that's neither here 
nor there. „ LL 
| Caius, You ; Jack'nape; give'a this Lettet to 
Sir Hugh: by gar it is a Shallenge: I will cut his troat 
in de Parke, and I will teach a ſcurvy Jack anape 
Prieſt to meddle or make... You may be gone, it 
lis not good you tarry here; by gar I will cut all his 
two ſtones; by gat, he ſhall not have a ſtone to trow 
at his Dog. 5 l Exit Simple. 
Quic. Alas, he ſpeaks but for his Friend, 
| Cains, It is no matter'a ver dat; do not you tell- 
a me dat I ſhall have Anne Page for my ſelf? By gar; 
[vill Kill de Jack Prieſt ; and I have appointed mine 
[Hoſt of de Jartiere to meaſure our weapon: By gar 1 
will my ſelf have Anne Page. „ 
Quzic. Sir, the Maid loves you, and all ſhall be 
well : We muſt give Folks leave to prate; what the 
o00d-jer. | 


1 Cains. Rugby, come to the Court with me; by 
gar, if I have not Anne Page, I ſhall turii your head 
ne N out of my door; follow my heel, Rughy. 

; „ (Ex. Caius and Rugby. 
been f Luic. You ſhall have Anne, Fools-head of your 
n ſo own. No; I know Anne's mind for that; that nevet 
ling, f Woman in Mindſor knows more of Anne's mind 
and man ! do, nor can do more than I do with her, £ 

mf chank Heav'n. 5 | et eg 
tor! Ent. ( within) Who's within there; boa? 
abe; Nic. Who's there, Itrow? Come near the Houſe; 
and Ipray you. 

one Enter Mr. Fenton. 


Qui. 
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kent. How how „good Woman, how doſt thou F 
| 2 1 - Quit 


1 
| 
J 
N 
0 
'S 
1 
| 


e pe bd. 
Fr 


1 þ ay i 4 —— 
r 
N * eee * * by. a h 9 ä 
« 94 Fa 
„ 6 N 4 
— — — —— r "+7 - ———_—__ _ rr : 
ht ow" Cie e . M tis 
4 : a e ere Tl , ha 


—— 2 0 ©” rites a - 
8 - DK SIS - ry FO 
NT: WY . * Tm 2 5 an 8 3 4 Le 
ODT Hot IS. TP. ed _ l 

o 


5 
N 
5 
1 
1 
5 
bs 
4 
2 
* 
S's 
1 
* 
1 
MW 
3 
8 0 
LW 
79 
* 
2 
FM 
It 
FY 
I 
52 
; 
:Fy 
4 1 
. 
$ 
5 7 
N 
* * 
22 
1 
25 
Wal 
bh 
* 
E 
Eq 
1 
WS 
Þ 
2 
* 
* 
Fa 
4 "= 
A 
1 
* 
* 
2 


- Rn n 
; x n 1 2 EFT 2 N 1 


44 - 
14 428 
7 bY (+ 
+156 
9 
by 
25 1 
. 
11 
Es * 
KEE 
+1 13. 
7 oF 


. 
'P 4 4g 
4; { 
* ; A 


3 
— . — 
ey 


 ——_ * 
——— x R 
” — — p 5 
no 1 n 


+ ban be 


ann 
* 


6— 
2 E 
* wa 5 2 
4 + 
* 


20 THEMERRY WIVES 
Que. The better that it pleaſes your good Worſhip 
talk 8 77 55 
Font. What News ? How does pretty Miſtreſs Anne: 
| uic. In truth Sir, and ſhe is pretty, and honeſt, 
and gentle, and one that is your Friend, I can tell 
you that by the way, I praiſe Heav'n for it. 
Fent. Shall I do any good, think'ſt thou? ſhall ] 
not loſe t . 25 1 
Quic. Troth, Sir, all is in his hands above; but 
not withſtandiung, Maſter Fenton, I'll be ſworn ona 
book ſhe loves you: Have not your Worſhip a wart 
above your eye? TE, 
Fent, Yes, marry have I ; what of that? 
Qzic. Well, thereby hangs a Tale ; good Faith, 
it is ſuch another Naz; but, I deteſt, an honeſt 
Maid as ever broke bread ; we had an hours talk of 
that wart: I ſhall never laugh but in that Maid's 
company; but, indeed, ſhe is given too much to 
allicholly and muſing, but for you... Well . g0 
8 | 
Fent. Well, I ſhall ſee her to-day ; hold, there's 
mony for thee : Let me have thy voice in my behalf; 
if thou ſeeſt her before me, commend me. 
Quic. Will I ? Ay faith that we will: And I will 
tell your Worſhip more of the wart , the nexttime 
we is confidence, and of other Wooers. _ 
Fent. Well, farewel, I am in great haſte now. 
| | 7 (Exit. 
Quic. Farewel to your Worſhip. Truly an honelt 
Gentleman, but Anne loves him not; Ge I know 
Anne's mind as well as another does. Out upon't, 
what haye I forgot? (Exit, 


N 


Or WINDSOR | at 


AS "Ta 
"BEEN EL 
Enter Miſtreſs Page with a Letter. 


Ms. FANS 


Hat, have I ſcap'd Love-Letters in the ney” 
day time of my Beauty, and am now a ſu 
jet for them? Let me ſee: | | ( Reads. 


— 
% 


As me no reaſon why ] love yon; for tho' Love uſe 
Reaſon for his Phiſician , he admits him not ſor his 
| Counſellor. You are not young, no more am 1; go t0 
then, there's Sympathy; You are merry, ſo am I; ha! 
a] then there's more Sympathy: You love Sach, and 
ſo do I; would you deſire better Sympathy ? Let it ſuf= 
fice thee, Miſtreſs Page, at the leaſt , if the Love of 
4 Soldier can ſuffice, that I love thee, I will not ſay, 
pity me, tis not a Soldier-like phraſe; but 1 ſay , Love 
me - 

By me, thine own true Knight, by day or night, 
Or any kind of light, with all his might, 

| For thee to fight. _ | „ 
| JouN EALSTA FE, 


What a Herod of Jury is this? O wicked, wicked 

World! One that is well nigh worn to pieces with 

age, to ſhew Rimſelf a youngGallant? What unweigh'd 

behaviour hath this Flemiſh Drunkard pickt, T tht 

Devil's name, out of my converſation , that he dares 

7 in this manner aſſay me? Why, he hath not been 
B 3 e 
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22 THE MERRY WIVES 
thrice in my com y any: What ſhouid I ſay to him? I 
was then not frugal of my mirth, Heav'n forgive me; 
Why, I'llexhibita Bill in the Parliament for the put: un 0 
ting down of Men; how ſhallI be reveng'd on him 
For reveng'd I will be, as ſure as his guts are made ow ei 


puddings. 
Enter Mrs. Ford. 


Mrs. Ford, Miſtreſs Page, truſt me, I was going Ml tery « 
to your Houle, „ „„ 
Mrs. Page. And truſt me, I was coming to you; {Ml neve 
you look mea BR. 3G 
Mrs. Ford. Nay, I'll ne'er belieye that; Thavet . mor 
w to We rr. TR, i 

*. Mrs. Page. Faith but you do, in my mind. 

Mrs. Ford. Well, I do then; yet 1 ſay „I coul be a 
ſhew you to the contrary. O Miſtreſs Page, giye mel vi 
ſome counſel. „„ e 
' Mrs. Page. What's the matter, Woman ? 

Mrs. Ford. O Woman! If it were not for one tti 

fling reſpect, I could come to ſuch Honour. 
' Mrs. Page. Hang the trifle, Woman, take the Ho- reac 
nour: what is it? Diſpenſe with trifles ; what is it! nin 
Mrs. Ford. If I would but go to Hell fot ancternal Ml for 
moment, or ſo, I could be knighted, © © 
Mrs. Page. What, thou lieſt! Sir Alice Ford! Theſe int 
e will hack, and ſo thou ſhouldſt not alter it | 
article of thy Gentry. %% ¾ 
© Mrs. Ford. We burn day- light » here; read, read, f 
perceive how I might be knighted: I ſhall think Il 
the worſe of fat Men as long as 1 have an eye u ker 
make difference of Men's liking : and yet he would ©! 
not ſwear, praiſed Women's modeſty , aid gaveſuc I ba 
orderly and well-behaved reproof to all uncome- {WM 
lineſs , that I would have ſworn his diſpoſition would 

have gone to the truth of his words; but they do no *2 
more adhere, and keep pace together, than . 


- 


um? I 
e me: 
e put · 
him! 
ade of 


going 
yon; 


ayer 


could 
Mn 


ne tri. 
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ye to 
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ome- 
7ould 
lo no 
1 the 
hun- 


bundredth Pſalm to the Tune of Green Sleeves. What 
Tempeſt, I trow, threw this Whale, with ſo many 
tun of oil in his belly, a' ſhore at Windſor } How 
ſhall I be reveng'd ou him? Ithink the beſt way were 
to entertain him with hope, till the wicked fire of 


2 


[Luſt have melted him in his own greaſe. Pid you 


ever hear the like ? 


Mrs. Page. Letter for letrer , but that the Name of 


page & Ford differs. To thy great comfort in this myſ- 
tery of ill opinions, here's the Twin; brother of thy 


Leiter; bur let thine inherit firſt, for 1 proteſt mine 
never ſhall. I warrant he hath a thouſand of theſe Let. 


ters, writ with blank ſpace for different names; ha 
more; and theſe are of the ſecond Edition: He will 
print them out of doubt, for he cares not what he puts 


into the preſs , when he would put us two. I had rather 
be a Gianteſs, and lye under Mount-Pelion. Well, I 
vill find you twenty laſcivious Turtles, e re one chalte 


Man. | 
Mrs. Ford. Why, this is the very ſame, the very 
hand, the very words: what doth he think of us? 

Mrs. Page. Nay, I know not; it makes me almoſt 
teady to wrangle with mine own Honeſty. I'Il enter- 
tain my ſelf like one that I am not acquainted withal ; 
for ſure , unleſs he knew ſome ſtrain in me, that I 
know not my ſelf, he would never have boarded me 
in this fury. | | 
him above deck. 2 | 

Mrs. Page. So will I; if he come under my hatches 


Mrs. Ford. Boarding, call it yau ? I'll be ſure to keep 


In never to Sea again. Let's be reveng'd'on him, 
lets appoint him a meeting , give him a ſhow of 


comfort in his ſuit , and lead him on with a fine 
baited delay, till he hath pawn'd his Horſes to 

mine Hoſt of the Garter.  _ | 
Mrs. Ford. Nay , I will conſent to act any villany 
againſt him that may not ſully the charineſs of our 
7 B 4 Honeſty : 
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from giving him cauſe , and that > 1 hope » 1s an 


Sir John affects thy Wife. 


heels: O, odious is the name. 
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Honeſty, Oh that my Husband faw this Letter it 
would give eternal food to his Jealouſie. 


Mrs. Page. Why, look where he comes and my 
good: Man too; he's as far from jealouſie as I — 


unmealurable diſtance,  *.; 
Mrs. Ford. You are the happier mas. | 
Mrs, Page. Let's conſult together agaiult this ger 
ſie Kuight., Come hither. 1 | 


Enter Ford with Piſtol, Page: with Nm. 130 


Ford. Well 21 hope it be not 5 5 
Piſt. Hope is a curtal- dog in ſome affairs, ! [oe 


*. 4 


Ford, Why, Sir, my Wife is not young. . 
Piſt. He woos both high and low, both rich and 
poor, both young and old; and one with another, 
Ford, he loves thy Gally-mawiry , Ford, perpeud. 
Ford. Love my Wie: 
Piſt. With liver burning hot; ; Prevent, Or 90 
thou , like Sir Acteon, with Ring. wood at Lo 


Ford. Whar name, Six? 1 "A a 
Piſt. The Horn, I fay: Farewel. „ 
Take heed, have open eycz for Thieves Jo orb giok 
Take heed e'er Summer comes, or Cuckoo-birds do 
Away, Sir Corporal Nym. _ (ung 
Believe it, Page, he ſpeaks ſenſe. (Exit Piſtol 
Ford. Iwill be patient; Iwill find out this, 

 Nym, And this is true: I like not the humour of 


lying; he hath wrong'd me in ſome humours: | 


ſbould have born the humour'd Letter to her ; but! 


have a Sword and it ſhall bite upon my neceffity, 


He loves your Wife; there's the ſhort and the long. 
My name is Corporal Nym ; I ſpeak it, and Iavoucl 


tis true, my name is N jm, and Falſtaff loyes ik 
ite, 


ter, 1 


id my 


I an 
is an 


 grea 


** 


Wife. Adieu; I love not the humour of bread and 
cheeſe: Adieu. ( (Exit Nym. 
Page. The humour of it, quoth 'a ? here's SA Fel- 
low frights English out of its wits. 

Ford. 1 will ſeek out Falſtaff. 


Path I never heard ſuch a drawling ; affecting | 


Rog 

Br, If I do find it: well. | 

page. I will not believe ſuch a Cataian, Jo the 
priell o'th Town commended him for a true Man. 

Ford. Twas a good ſenſible Fellow: Well. 

page. How now, Meg ? 

Mrs. Page. Whither go you, George 2 hark you... | 

Mrs. Ford. How now, ſweet Frank, why att 4708 
melancholly ? | 

Ford. I melancholy ! lam not melancholy, 


Get you home, go. 


Mrs. Ford, Faith thou haſt ſome crochets i in thy 
head. Now will you go, Miſtreſs Page? 5 

Mrs. Page. Have with you. You'll come to dinner, 
George ? Look who comes yonder; ſhe ſhall be our 
Meſſenger t to this paulcry Knight. 


Enter Mi fireſs Quickly. 


Mrs. Ford. Truſt me, Ithought on her; ſhe I "IE 
Mrs. Page. You are come to ſee my Daughter Anne? 


Quick, Ay, forſooth ; and I pray how does good E 


Miſtreſs Anne? 


Mrs. Page. Go in with us and ſee; we have an hour's 


talk with you. 
(Ex. Mr. Page, Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Quic. 
Page. How now, Maſter Ford? 
Ford. You heard what this Knave told me, did 
you not? 


Page. Ves; and you heard what the other told me? 


Ford. Do you think there is truth in them? 
Page, Hang'em , Slayes , Ido not think the Knight 
1 would 
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mine Hoſt? 


Cavalerio Jyſtice, I ſay, 


and twenty , good Maſter Page. Maſter Page , wil 
you go with us? we have ſport in hand. 


— 
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would offer it; but theſe that accuſe him in his intent 
towards our Wives area Yoke of his diſcarded Men, 
very wy now they be out of Service. nl 
Ford. Were they his Men? 

Page. Marry were they. e 
Ford. 1 like it never the better for that. Does be 
lye at the Garter? 555 „ 

Page. Ay marry does he. If he ſhould intend this 
Voyage toward my Wiſe , I would turn her looſe 

to him: and what he gets more of her than ſharp 
words, let it lye on my head. 

Ford. Ido not miſdoubt my Wife, but I would be 
loath to turn them together; a Man may be 100 
confident ; I would have nothing lye on my head; 
I cannot be thus ſatisfy d. ** 
Page. Look where my ranting Hoſt of the Garter 
comes; there is either liquor in his pate, or mom 
in his purſe, when he looks fo merrily. How now, 


Enter Hoſt and Shallow. ; 
Hoſt. How now, Bully Rock? Thou' rt a Gentleman, 


Shal. I follow , mine Hoſt „I follow. Good Even, 


Heſt. Tell him, Cavalicro-Juſtice ; tell him, Buk 
ly Rock. | „„ 

Shal. Sir, there is a Fray to he fought between dit 
Hugh, the Welsh Prieſt, and Caius, the French Doctor. 
Ford. God mine Hoſt 0'th' Garter , a word with 
you. | 

Hoſt. What fay'ſt thou, Bully Rock? 

Shal. Will you go with us to chold it? My merry 


Hoſt hath had the meaſuring of their weapons, aud; 


4 think , hath appointed them contrary places; _ 
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Iwill tell you whar our ſport ſhall be. 

Hoſt. Haſt thou no Suit againſt my Knight, my 
Gueſt , Cavalier? VVV 
' Ford. None, I proteſt ; but I'll give you a pottle 


des he of burnt Sack to give me recourſe to him, and tell i 


him my name is Broom; only for a jeſt. 


d thi Hoff. My hand, Bully ; thou ſhalt have egreſs and 8 


look if regreſs ; (aid I well? and thy name ſhall be Broom, 
Chary It is a merry Knight. Will you go an-heirs 2 
= Jhal. Have with you, mine Hoſt, 
uld be Page. I have heard the Frenchman hath good skill in 
e too his Rapier. V | 575 
head; bal. Tut, Sir, 1 could have told you more: in 
| theſe times you ſtand not on diſtance, your Paſſes, 
artet Stoccado's , and I know not what ; Tis the heart, 
non Maſter Page; tis here, tis here. J have ſeen the time, 
nov, wich my lang Sword, I would have made you four 
| tall Fellows skip like Rat. i 
Hoſt. Here Boys, here: Shall we wag g 
Page. Have with you; I had rather hear them ſcold 
than fight. (Exeunt Hoſt, Shallow and Page. : 
| Ford, Tho Page be a ſecure Fool, and ſtand fo firmly 
on his Wife's fealty , yet I cannot put off my opinion 
ſo eaſily. She was in his company ar Pages houſe, and 
what they made there I know not. Well, Iwill look 
further into't; and I have a diſguiſe to ſound Falſtaff : 
If I find her honeſt, I loſe not my labour; ifſhebe 
otherwiſe , tis labour well beſtor'd, | (Exit. 
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intem believe me, I hear the Parſon is no Jeſter. Hark, 
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mote about me, I am no Gibbet for you: Go, a ſhott 
Kuife, and a throng, to your Manor of Pickthatcht; 
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"SCENE I, 
Enter Falſtaff and Piſtol,  N = 
MF A L RS b. N 


8 2 will not lend thee a penny. | 8 | 
Piſt. Why then the World's mine Oyſter ; which 2 


Iwith Sword will open. | | 75 
Fal. Not a penny. I have been content, Sir, you 8 
ſhould lay my countenance to payn ; I have grated 
upon my good Fricuds for three Reprieves foryou, k Q 
and your Coach-fellow, Nim; or elſe you had look'd ; p 
through the grate , like a geminy of Baboons. Iam WF „ 
 damn'd in Hell for ſwearing to Gentlemen, my 8 
Friends, you were good Soldiers, and tall Fellows. 5 
And when Miſtreſs Briget loſt the handle of her Fan, Gf 
I rook't upon mine Honour thou hadſt it not. "c 
Piſt. Didſt thou not ſhare? Hadſt thou not fifteen all 


Pence? | | | _ x 
Fal. Reaſon , you Rogue, Reaſon: Think'ſt thou 
I'll endanger my Soul gratis? At a word; hang no 


go, you'll not bear a Letter for me, you Rogue; you No 
tand upon your Honour! Why, thou unconfinable P 
baſeneſs, it is as much as I can do to keep theterm of che 
my Honour preciſe. I, I, I my ſelf ſometimes, leaving 
the fear of Heaven on the left hand, and hiding mine 8 
Honour in my Neceſſity, am fain to ſhuffle, to Fe 
hedge , and to lurch; and yet, you Rogue will oh 
enſconſe your rags, your Cat- a- Mountain looks, ” 
your red-Jattice phraſes, and your bold beating Oaths, 
under the ſhelter of your Honour! You wal not do yo 
it; you! „ 0 5 Wi 


wif 


piſt. I do relent: what would thou x more of Mane 
Enter Robin.” e 


Rob. Sir , hards sa Woman would 0 peak with you; 
Fal. Let her approach. 


Enter Miſireſ Quickly. 


Quic. Gi your Worſhip 8 morrow. 
Tal. Good-morrow , good Wife. 
Quic. Not ſo, an't pleaſe your Worſhip. 
Fal. Good Maid then. 
Quic. I'll be ſworn , 7 
As " Mother was the firſt hour I was «bor. 
I do believe the Swearer : What with me? 


two? 

Fal. Two thouſand, fair Woman, aud I'll vouch- 
fafe thee the hearing. | 

Qui, There is one Miſtreſs Ford, Sir; 1 pray come 


a little nearerthis ways: I my felf dwel with Mr. Doc- 
tor Caius. 


Fal. Well, on: Miſtreſs Fonte lay. 


Worſhip come a little nearer this ways. 


Fal. I warrant thee no body hears; mine own peo- 
| ple, mine own People. 


them his Servants. | | 
Fal. Well; Miſtreſs Ford, what of her? 

Que. Why Sir, ſhe's a good Creature. foot: 
Lord, your Worſhip's a Wanton ; well, Heay n for- 
give you, and all of us, Ipray... 
_ MOINS Ford, come, Miſteſs Ford. 

c. Marry , this is che ſhort. and the long of it; 

you have brought her into ſuch a cauaries das 'tis' 
wonderful ; The beſt Couttier of them all, When the 


Court 
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| Ode Shall 1 1 vouchſate your Worſhip a word or 


wo 
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30 THE MERRY WIVES 
Court lay at Windſor , could never have brought her tg 
ſuch a canary. Vet there has been Knights, and Lords, 


and Geiitlemeti, with their Coaches; I warrant yoy 


Coach after Coach, Letter aftet Letter, Gift after Giſt, 
Imelling ſo ſweetly ; all Musk, and ſo rufhling, I 
warrant you; in filk and Gold, and in ſuch alligant 
terms, and in ſuch Wine and Sugar of the beſt, and 
the faireſt, that would have won any Woman's heart; 


and I warrant you they could never get an eye-wink of 
her. I had my ſelf twenty Angels given me this mor- 


ning; but I deſie all Angels, in any ſuch ſort as they 
lay, but in the way of Honeſty; and 1 warrant you 
they could ne ver get her ſo much as ſip on a cup with 


the proudeſt of them all; and yet there has been 


Earls, nay, which is more, Penſioners; but J war- 
rant you all is one with her. „ 
Fal. But what ſays ſhe to me? Be brief, my good 
The Mercury: Es, | "= £1] 
Quic. Matry , ſhe hath retciv'd your Letter, for 
the which ſhe thanks you a thouſand times; and ſhe 
ives you to notific , that her Husband will be abſence 
2 his houſe between ten and eleven. 
Fal. Ten and eleven? „ 
Oxzic. Ay, Forſooth ; and then you may come 
and ſee the Picture, the ſays, that you wot of: 


Maſter Ford, her husband, will be from home. 


Alas! The ſweet Woman leads an ill life with him, 
he's a very jealouſie Man, the leads a very frampold 
life with him, good Heart. 
Fal. Ten and eleven: Woman, commend me to 
her, I will not fail her. N 
Quic. Why; you ſay well: But I have another 
Meſſenget to your Worſhip. Miſtreſs Page has her 
hearty Commendations to you tbo; and let me tell 
you in your car, ſhe's. as fartuous a civil modeſt 
Wife, and one (I tell you) that will not miſs yo 
Morning and Evening Prayer, as any is in Wina/or, 
who-e'er be the other; and ſhe bade me tell your 


Wor- 
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Worſhip that her Husband is ſeldow from home; but 
ſhe hopes there will come a time, I never knew a 
Woman ſo doatupon a Man ; ſurely I think you have 
Charms, la; yes in truth. 5 

Fal. Not I, I aſſure thee; ſetting the attractien 

of my good parts aſide, I have no other Charms. 
Quic. Bleſſing on your heart for't. 

Fal. But I pray thee tell me this; has Ford's Wife 
and Page's Wife acquainted each other how they love 
me? . c . 
Quic. That were a jeſt indeed! they have not ſo lit- 
tle Grace, I hope; that were a trick indeed ! But Miſ- 
treſs Page would deſire you to ſend her your little 
Page, of all love: Her Husband has a marvellous in- 
fection to the little Page; and truly Maſter Page is an 
honeſt Man. Never a Wife in Windſor leads à better 


life than ſhe does; do what ſhe will, ſay what ſhe will, 


take all, pay all, go to- bed when ſhe liſt, riſe when ſhe 
liſt, all is as ſhe will; and truly the deſerves it, for if 
there be a kind Woman in Windſor truly ſhe is one. 
You mult ſend her your Page ; no remedy. 

Fal. Why, 1 wil | 


come aid go between you both; and, in any caſe g 
have a Nayword, that you may know one anothers 
mind, and the Boy never need to underſtand any 
thing; for tis not good that Children ſhould Know 
any wickedneſs: Old Folks, you know have dif 
cretion, as they ſay, and knowthe World. 


Fal. Farethee well; commend me to them both: 


There's my Purſe, I am yet thy Debtor. Boy, go 


along with this Woman. This News diſtracts me. 
Piſt. This Punk is one of Cupid's Carriers: 
Clap on more Sails ; purſue ; up with your Fights ; 
Giye fire; ſhe is my Prize, or Ocean whelm them all. 
” | © ff; ( Exit Piſtol. 
Fal. Say'ſt thou ſo, old Jack? go thy ways; 1'll 


make 
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make more of thy old body than I have done; will they 
yet look after thee ? Wilt thou, after the expence of 0 
much mony, be now a gainer ? Good body, I thank 


thee ; let them ſay, tis groſſy done, ſo it be fairly 


done, no matter. 1 
Enter Bardolph. 


Bard. Sir John, there's one Maſter Broom below 
would fain ſpeak with you, and be acquainted with 
| you; and hath ſent your Worſhip a morning's draught 
of Sack. ; z 
Fal. Brooms , is his name? 
Bard. Ay Sir. : 4 | 
Fal. Call him in; ſuch Brooms are welcome to me 
that o'erflow ſuch liquor. Ah! ah! Miſtreſs Ford 
and Miſtreſs Page, have I encompaſs' d you? Go to, 
via. ga . | 
Enter Ford diſguis d. 
Ford. Bleſs you , Sir. 5 „ 
Fal. And you, Sir; would you ſpeak with me? 


Ford. I make bold to preſs with ſo little prepara- 
tion upon you. | | 


| 


us leave, Drawer. | | 
Ford. Sir, I am a Gentleman that haye ſpent 
much; my name is Broom. TT | | 
Fal. Good Maſter Broom, I deſire more acquaint- 
ance of you. EE. 55 , 
Ford. Good Sir h, I ſue for yours; not to 
charge you; for I muſt let you underſtand, I think 
my ſelf in better plight for a Lender than you ate, 
the which hath ſome thing embolden'd me. to this 
unſeaſon d intruſion ;. for they ſay , if Mony go be: 
fore, all ways do lye open. „ 5 
Fal. Mony is a good Soldier, Sir, and will 7 


Fal. You're welcome; what's your will ? Give 


Ford. Troth, and Thave a bag of mony here trou- 
bles me; if you will help to beat ir, Sir John, rake 


fo 


ank Wl all, or half, for caſing me of the carriage. 
urly Fal. Sir, I Know not how I may deſerve to be your 


Porter. 5 S | 
Ford, I will tell you, Sir, if you will give me the 
hearing. „ 
Tal. Speak, good Maſter Broom, I ſhall be glad to 
be your Servant. | 
Ford. Sir, I hear you are a Scholar, I will be brief 
ght with you, and you have been a Man long known to 
8 Y 
| me, tho' I had never ſo good means as deſire to 


make my ſelf acquainted with you. I ſhall diſcover - 


a thing to you , rein I muſt very much lay open 
me mine own imperfection: but good Sir John, as 
ord you have one eye (upon my follies, as you hear 
to; them unfolded , tutn another into the A of 
your own, that I may paſs with a reproof the ea- 


fer, ſith you your {elf know how caſie it is to be 
| ſachan offend er 5 
Tal. Very well, Sir, proceed. _ | 

; Ford. There is a Gentlewoman in this Town, 
ne? her Husband's name is Ford. 
ras Fall. Well , Sir. e . 
Ford. I have long lov'd her, and, I proteſt to you, 
zive beſtow'd much on her, follow'd her with a doa- 


ting obſervance , ingroſs'd opportunities to meet 


cn: ber, fee'd every flight occaſion that could but nig- 


5 gardly give me ſight of her; not only bought many 
int. preſents to give ker , but have given largely to ma- 

5 ny, to know. what ſhe would have given: Briefly, I 
t to have purſu'd her, as Love hath purſu'd me, which 


ink W hath been on the wing of all occaſions. But what- 
re, ſoever I have merited, either in my mind, or in my 
this means, meed I am ſure I have received none; un- 
be leſs Experience be a Jewel I have purchas'd at an 
| infinite rate, and that hath taught me to ſay this. 
„ ; 9 0 C „ 
ord. 1 : ; f | 
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„ Tow like a ſhadow flies, when ſubſtance Love 
e purſues : 1 858 = 8 
„ Purſuing that that flies , and flying what purſues, 


Fal. Have you receiy'd no promiſe of ſatisfaction 
at her hands: 15 WW ol 
Ford. Never. „„ 
Tal. Have you importun'd her to ſuch a purpoſe; 
Ford. Never. 5 | 
Fal. Of what quality was your love then? 
Ford. Like a fair Houſe built on another Mans 
ground, ſo that I have loſt my Edifice, by miſts 
king the place where I erected it. „ 
Fal. To what purpoſe have you unfolded this to me! 
Ford. When I have told you that, I have told you 
all. Some ſay, that tho' ſhe appear honeſt ro me, yet 
in other places ſhe enlargeth her mirth ſo far, that 
there is ſhrewd conſtruction made of her. Now, 
Sir John, here is the heart of my purpoſe: You area 
Gentleman of excellent breeding, admirable diſcourte, 
of great admittance , authentick in your place 
and perſon, generally allow'd for your many War- 
like, Court-like, and learned preparations. 
Fal. O Sir! . Ed. 
Ford. Believe it, for you know it; there is mony, 
ſpend it, ſpend it, ſpend more, ſpend all I have, 
_ only give me ſo much of your time in exchange of 
it, as to lay an amiable Siege to the honeſty of this 
Ford's Wife; uſe your art of wooing , win her to 
conſent to you ; it any Man may, you may as ſoon 
as any, : i oe 
Fall Would it apply well to the vehemence of 
your Affection, that I ſhould win what you would 
enjoy? Methinks you preſcribe to your {elf very pre- 
polterouſly. f „ EL ng He 
Ford. G, underſtand my drift: ſhe dwells ſo ſe- 
curely on the excellency of her Honour, that ths 


folly of my Soul dares not preſent it ſelf; gan 
y - bri 


could drive her then from the Ward of her purity, 
her Reputation, her Marriage-Vow , andathouſand 
other her defences , which now are too too ſtrongly 


| embattail'd againſt me. What ſay you to't, Sir John? 


Fal. Maſter Broom , I will firſt make bold with 
your Mony; next, give me ycur hand; and laſt, 
as Jam a Gentleman „vou ſhall , if you will, enjoy | 


| Ford's Wife. | 
Ford. O good Sir 


Tal. I fay , you ſhall. 3 T | 

Ford, Want no mony_ , Sir John, you ſhall want 
none. „ | V 

Fal. Want no Miſtreſs Ford, Maſter Broom, you 
ſhall want none. I ſhall be with her, I may tell you, 


by her own appointment: Even as you came in to me, 


her Aſſiſtant, or Go- between, parted from me. I 


ſay, I ſhall be with her between ten and eleven; for 
at that time the jealous raſcally Knave , her Hus- 
| band, will be forth: come you to me at night, you 


* 


ſhall know how I ſpeed - 
Ford. I am bleſt 
know Ford, Sir? 


— 


Fal. Hang him, poor. cuckoldy Knave, I know 


him not. Yet I wrong him, to call him por; they 


| fay „the jealous wutolly Knaye hath. maſſesof mo. 
ny, forthe which his Wife ſeems to me well favour'd. 


I will uſe her as the key ofthe Cu 


uckold-Rogue's cof- 
fer; and there's my Harveſt- hume. — 1 


Ford. I would you knew Ford, Sir, chat you might 


avoid him, if you ſaw him. | 
Fal. Hang him, mechanical-ſalt-butter Rogue; I 


will ſtare him out of his wits; I will awe him with 


my cudgel ; it ſhall hang like a Meteor o'er the Cuc- 
kold's horns. Maſter Brooms z thou ſhalt know I will 


predominate over the Peſant, and thou ſhalrlye with 
C 2 „ 
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bright to be look d againſt. Now could I come to 
her with any detection in my hand, my deſires had 
inſtance and argument to commend themſelves; 1 


in your acquaintance ; Po you 
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his Wife. Come to me ſoon at night; Ford's a Knave, 
and I will aggravate his ſtile : Thou, Maſter 
Broom , ſhalt know him for Knave and Cuckold: 
come to me ſoon at night. (Expt. 
Ford. What a damn'd Epicurean Raſcal is this? My 
heart is ready to crack with impatience, Who ſays 
| this is improvident jealouſie? My Wife hath ſent to 
... him, the hour is fixt, the match is made. Would 
it any Man have thought this? See the Hell of having 
i 
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a falſe Woman: my bed ſhall be abus d, my coffers 
ranſack'd, my reputation gnawn at, and I ſhall not 
only receive this villainous wrong, but ſtand under 
the adoption of abominable terms, and by him that 
does me this wrong. Terms, Names; Amaimon 
ſounds well, Lucifer well, Barbaſon well, yet they 
Kaare Devils additions , the names of Fiends ; but 
Cuckold, Witto]I-Cuckold! the Devil himſelf hath 
not ſuch a name. Page is an Aſs , a ſecure Aſs, he 
will truſt his Wife; he will not be jealous : I will 
rather truſt a Fleming with my butter, Parſon Hugh, 
the Welch- man, with my cheeſe, an Irish-man with 
my Aqua-vite bottle, or a Thief to walk my ambling 
Gelding , than my Wife with her ſelf: Then ſhe 
plots , then ſhe ruminares , then ſhe deviſes ; and 
what they think in their hearts they may effect, they 
will break their hearts but they will effect. Heayen 
be prais'd for my jealouſie. Eleven o' clock the hour: 


Ca — — EIS r . — - f 
OT en ONER PEERS. = co . No 


i Iwill prevent this, detect my Wife, be revengd 
148 on Falſtaff, and laugh at Page. I will about it; bet- 
mn ter three hours too ſoon than a minute too late. Fie, 
1 fie, fie; Cuckold, Cuckold, Cuckold. (Exit. 
Ui 8. 8 
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Enter Caius and Rugby. b | 90 


5 „ 
1 Rugby ! 
Rug. Sir. 
Caius. Vat is de clock, Jack? 8 
Rug. Tis paſt the hour, Sir, that Sir Hugh promis'd 
to meet. 5 5 . l 8 5 | 1 A hg PE OR 
Caius. By gar, he has fave. his Soul, dat he is no 
come; he has pray his Bible well, dat he is no 
come: By gar, Jack Rugby, he is dead already, if 
he be c 
Rug. He is wile , Sir; he knew your Worſhip 
would ki Fb e. 
Caius. By gar, de herring is no dead fo as I vill 
kill him; rake your rapier, Jack, I vill tell you how 
1 vil il Be ES 
Ray. Alas,” „ I ²ÜͤNͤ e 
Caius. Villany, take your Rapier. | 
Rug. Forbear; here's company.” 


- Hoſt, Bleſs thee, Bully-DoQor.  _ 

Shal. Save you, Mr. Doctor Cats. 

Page. Now, good Mr. Doctor. 
Send. Give you good-morrow, Sir. | 
Caius. Vat be all you, one, two; tree, four, 
come for? | 335%; ;᷑Fi⁰— 
Hoſt. To ſee thee fight, to {ce thee foigue, to ſee 
thee traverſe; to ſee thee here,; to ſee thee there, to 
ee thee paſs thy puncto, thy ſtock, thy reverſe, 
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38 THE MERRY WIVES 
thy diſtance, thy montant: Is he dead, my Erhiv. WB | 
pian? Is he dead, my Franciſco? Ha, Bully? What 
ſays my Eſculapius? my Galen ? my heart of Elder} 1 
Ha? is he dead, Bully-ſtale ? is he dead: 2 me 

Caius. By gar, he is de Coward Fack Prieſt of de 
Vorld; he is not ſhow his face. 1 

Hoſt. Thou art a Caſtalion king Urinal: Hector of 

Greece, my Boy. „ 
Caius. I pray you bear witneſs, dat me have ſtay thi 
fix or ſeven, two tree hours for him, and he is no 


SBC. a= | x 


Shal. He is the wiſer Man, Mr. Doctor; he ig 1 
curer of Souls, and you a curer of Bodys: If you W 
ſhould fight, you go againſt rhe bair of your prote(- | 
ſions: Is it not true, Maſter Page 

Page. Maſter Shallow , you have your ſelf been a | 
great fighter, tho' now a Man of peace. 

_  $hal. Bodykins, Mr. Page, tho' Inow be old, and 
of peace, if I ſee a ſword out, my finger itches to 
make one; tho} we are Juſtices , and Doctors, and 
Church-men , Mr. Page, we have ſome ſalt of gur 
youth in us; we are the Sons of Women, Mr. Page. 

Pa., ie, Mr. Shalom... ĩð - 

Shal. It will be found ſo, Mr. Page. Mr. Doctor 
Caius, I am come to fetch you home; Iam ſworn of 

the peace; you have ſhew'd your ſelf a wiſe Phyſician, 
and Sir Hugh hath ſhownhim ſelf a wiſe and patient 
Church man: You muſt go with me, Mr, Doctor. 
Hoſt. Pardon, Gueſt - Juſtice ; a Monſieur Mock- 
water. e 5 
Caius. Mock- water! Vat is datete: 
Hoſt. Mock- water, in our English tongue, is Va- 
Jour, Bully. = Om 
Caius. By gar, then I have as much mock-wate! 
as de Englisb-man - Scurvy-Jack-dog-Prieſt ; by gar, 
me vill cut his ears. VVV 
Hoſt, He will clapper- cla thee ef PR = 
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hi. Caius. C lapper-de-claw ? Vat is dat? 
That . 0 ½. That is, he will make thee amends. 
ler} Caius, By gar, me dolock he ſhall dapper de- clax 


me; for by gar, me vill have it. 

Hoſt. And I will provoke him to't, or let him wag. 

Caius, Me tanck you for dat. 

Hoſt. And moreover, Bully; but firſt , Mr. Gueſt , 
and Mr. Page, and eek Cavalerio Slender ; 80 you 
through the Town to Frogmore. 

Page. Sir Hugh is there, is he? 

Hoſt. He is there; ſee what humour he is in; 2 


de 
roof! 


ſtay | 
5 no 


132 I will bring the Dodtor about the fields: Will it do 
You well? **! 
fel. HFhal. We will 1 it 


All. Adieu, good Mr. Doctor. 
| ( Ex. Page, Shal. and Slen. 


Caius. By gar, me vill kill de Prieſt; tor he ſpeak 
for a Jack-an Apero Anne Page. 


na; 


and 
$ to 
and 
our 
b 


cold water on thy choler ; go about the fields with me 


Anne Page i is, at a F arm-houſe a feaſting, and thou 
ſhalt woo her, Cride-game ſaid I well? 


I. love you; and I ſhall procure'a you de good Gueſt, 
de Earl, de Knight, de Lords, de Gentlemen 5 my 
Patients. | 

- Hoſt. For the which I will be thy Taras toward 
Anne Page: Said I well? 
Caius. By gar, "tis, good; vell kid. 
Hoſt. Let us wag then. | > 
Cains, Come at 105 heel 7 Seng ly. (Exeunt. 


Hoſt. Let him die; ſheath thy 3 throw 


through Frogmore; I will bring thee where Miſtreſs 


Caius. By gar, me dank you. vor dat: By gar 


* 
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e $4.4. 


: Enter Evans and Simple. 


* 


E v AN S. 


1 pray you now , good Maſter Thad. Ser 


man, and Friend Simple by your name, which 
way have you look'd for Maſter Caius, that calls him- 
ſelf Poctor of Phyſick ? ES | 
Simp. Marry Sir, the Pitty-ward, the Park-ward, 
every way, old Windſor way, and every way but the 
Jon 8 Eo 
Eva. I moſt fehemently deſire you, you will alſo 
look that way. _ N 1 
Simp. Iwill, Sir. . —> 
Eva. Pleſs my Soul, how full of chollars Jam, and 
trempling of mind! I ſhall be glad if he have deceiy'd 


me; how melanchollies Iam ! I will knog his urinals 


about his Knaves coſtard , when I have good oppor- 
tunities for the orke. Pleſs my Soul: To shallow R- 
vers, to whoſe falls, Melodious Pirds ſings Madrigalls: 
There will we make our Peds of Roſes, And a thouſand 
fragrant Poſies. To ſhallow : Mercy on me , I have a 


great diſpoſition to cry. Melodious Birds ſing Ma- 


_ drigals. . . When as I ſat in Pabilon; and a thouſand 
vagram Poſes. To ſhallow , &c. | 
Simp. Yonder he is _ , this way , Sir Hugh. 


Eva. He's welcome. To ſhaltvdw Rivers, to whoſe 


he? 


_— e 


1 ” 


Falls.. Heaven proſper the right? What weapons has 


or WINDSOR 4 
Simp. No weapons, Sir; there comes my Maſter, | 
Mr. Shallow , and another Gentleman) from Frogmore ; 


over the ſtile , this way. 


Eva. Pray you woes me emy Gown; or elſe keep it in 


* Our e 


Ent er Page, Shallow and Slender. 


Shal. How now, Maſter Parſon ? Good morrow ,! 


good Sir Hugh. Keep a Gameſter from the dice , and a 
good Student from his book, and it is wonderful. 
Slen. Ah ſweet Anne Page. 
Page, Save you, good Sir Hugh. 


Eva. Pleſs you from his mercy-ſake , all of you. + 


Shal. What? The Sword and the Word? 
Do you ſtudy them both, Mr. Parſon ? 

Ts And youthful (till, in your doublet and hoſe, 4 
this raw-rumatick day ? 

Eva. There is reaſons and cauſes es it. =. 

Page. We are come to you, to do a A gone office, Mr. 
Parſon. 


Eva, Ferry well: what is ied 45 5 TEES 


Page. Vonder is a moſt reverend Gentleman, who, s 
belike, having recetv'd wrong by ſome perſon „is at 


moſt odds with his own gravity and patience , that ever 


you ſaw. | 
Shal. Thaveliv'd fourſcore years and upward; I ne- 


ver heard a Man of his place, en and learning, ; 0 


wide of his own reſpect. 2 SIM 
Era. h 8 


Page. Ithink you know him; Mr. De Ga of 


the renowned French Phy fician, 


Eva. Got's will, and his paſſion of my heatt. Thad 


as lief you ſhould tell me of à meſs of porrid ge. 
Page. Why? | 

Eva, He has no more  kacwledge in W wa 
Galen ;and he is a Knave beſides ; a 2 cowardly Knave as 
you would deſire to be acquainted withal. ; 
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Page. I warrant you, he's the Man ſhould fig 
With him; Ee, ” | Be 
Slen. O ſweet Anne Page. 


Euter Hoſt, Caius aud Rugby. 


Shal. It appears ſo by his weapons ; Keep them 


aſunder ; here comes Doctor Caius. 1 8 
Pag. Nay, good Mr. Parſon, keep in your wen. 


n. 
" So do you, good Mr. Doctor. 58 
Hoſt. Diſarm them, and let them queſtion ; le 
them keep their limbs whole, and hack our Eugliſb. 
Caius. I pray you let a me ſpeak a word with your 
ear: Wherefore vill you not meet-a me? | 
Eva. Pray you uſe your patience in good time, 
Caius. By gar, you are de Coward, de Fack Dog; 
John Ape. ” . 
Ea. Pray you let us not be laughing; ſtocks to other 
Mens humours ; I deſire you in friendſhip, and will 
one way or other make you amends: I will knog you 
your urinal about your Knave's cogs-comb.- 
Caius. Diable! Fack Rugby, mine Hoſt de Jarter, 
have I not ſtay for him, to kill him? have I not at de 
place I did appoint ? : . 
Eva. As I am a Chriſtian's-ſoul, now look you, 
this is the place appointed; I'll be judgment by mine 
Hoſt of the Garter. e 
Hoſt Peace, I ſay, Gallia and Gaul, French and 
Welch, Soul- curer and Body-curer. f 
Cains, Ay dat is very good , excellant. 75 
Hoſt. Peace, I ſay; ar mine Hoſt of the Garter. 
Am] politick ? am I ſubtle ? am I a Machivel ? Shalll 
loſe my Doctor ? No; hegives me the potions and the 
motions. Shall I loſe my Parſon ? my Prieſt ? my Sit; 
Hugh? No; he gives me the proverbs and the no- 
verbs. Give methy hand, celeſtial, ſo. Boys of Att, 
I have deceived you both: I have directed you to 
- wrong 


— 


le; 


Ve 


O F WI N DS O * 43 


wrong places; your hearts are mighty , your skins 


are whole, and let burn'd Sack be the inne Come , 
lay their Swords to pawn. Follow me, Lad of Peace, 
follow, follow, follow. 
Shal. Truſt me, a mad Hoſt. F ollow, Gentlemen, 
follow. | | 
deen. O ſweet Anne Page. | 
(Ex. Shal. Slen. Page and Hoſt, 
Caius. Ha' do 1 perceive dat? Have you make ade- 
ee g „ ha, ba? 


Eva. This is well, he has made us his NE 


ſtog : I deſire you thar we may be Friends; and let us 
knog our prains together, to be revenge on this ſame 


raſcall ſcurvy- -cogging Companion, the Hoſt of the 
| Garter. 


Caius. By gar, with all. my heart; he promiſe to 


bring me where 1 is Anne Page ; by gar, he deceive 
me too. 


Eva. Well, 1 will ſmite his noddles pray you 


| follow. 


8 c E N E. 1 I. 
Euter Mig fi 106 Page and Robin. 


EP" Pacr 


Ay : keep your way, little Gallant; you were 
wont to be a follower , bur now you are a 
leader. Whether had you rather lead mine eyes, or 
eye your Maſters heels? 

Ros. I had rather, forſooth, go before Row likez 
Man, than follow him like a Dwarf. 

Mrs. Page. O you are a farcringBoy ; ; now] fee 
You 'Ilbea Courtier, 


En- 
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Ford. Well met, Miſtreſs Page; whither go you 

. Mrs, Page, Truly Sir, to ſee your Wife; is ſbe x 
home? iy | „% „ 

Ford. Ay, and as idle as ſhe may hang together for 


want of company; I think if your Hasbands wer i 


dead, youtwo would marry. 3 7 
Mrs. Page. Be ſure of that, two other Husbands. 
Ford. Where had you this pretty Weather-cock? 
Mrs. Page. I cannot tell whatthe dickens his name 

is; my Husband had him of.. What do you al 

your Knight's name, Sirrah?2 _ Ras 


Rob, Sir John Falſtaff. 


Mrs. Page, He, he; I can never hit on his name; Wl 


there is ſuch a league between my. good-Man ande 
Is your Wife at home, indeed? CE gy 
Ford, Indeed ſhe is. | : pry 
Mrs. Page. By. your leave, Sir; Tam fick'till ſz 
her. | ( Exeunt Mrs. Page and Robin 
Ford. Has Page any brains? hath he any eyes? hat 


he any thinking? ſure they ſleep; he hath nouſed 5 


them. Why, this Boy will carry a Letter twenty mile, 


as eaſie as a Cannon will ſhoot point - blank tue 


ve - ſcore: he pieces out his Wife's inclination; he gives 


her folly motion and advantage: and now ſhe 


pong to my Wife, and Falſtaffs Boy with her. 4 


« 


5 
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an may hear this shower ſing in the wind: and F 
faff's Boy with her! Good plots; they are laid, and ou 
revolted Wives ſhare damnation together. Well, I will 
take him, then torture my Wife, pluck the borrow 
vail of modeſty from the ſo ſeeming Miſtrefs Page; 
divulge Page himſelffora ſecure and wilful Aten, 
and to theſe violent proceedings all my Neighbour 
ſhall cry aim. The Clock gives me my cue, and mi 
aſſurance bids me ſearch; there I ſhall find Fai/iaf 
1 ſhall be rather praiſed for this than mocked ; for 
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or WINDSOR 


is as poſitive as the Earth is firm, that Falfaffis there: 


Iwill go. 


Enter Page, Shallow , Slender i Hoſt, Evans and 


_— Caius. 


| Sal. Page, Sc. Well met, Mr. Ford. 


Ford. Truſt me, a good knot: I have good cheer at 


home, and I pray you all go with me. 

Shal. I muſt excuſe mv (elf, Mr. Ford. 

Slen. And ſo muſt I, Sir; | 

e have appointed to dine with Miſtreſs Anne, and I 
would not break with her for more mony than I'll 


Shal. We have linger'd about a Match between he 


ne Page and my Coulin Slender, and this day we ſhall 


have our anſwer. 


Slen. Thope I have your good will, Father Page ? 
Page. You have, Mr. Slender, I ſtand wholly for 


Hou; but my Wife, Maſter Doctor, is for you al- 


| ogether. 


- 


Caius. Ay, be oar , and de Maid is love- a- me: My 


Nurſh a Quickly tell me ſo muſh. | 
Hoſt. What ſay you to young Mr. Fenton? he ca- 
eers, he dances, he has eyes of youth , he writes ver- 
es, he ſpeaks Holy-day , he ſmells April and May, he 
vill carry't, he will cary't , tis in his buttons, he will 
arry't. | 
d Fa. | 
Centleman is of no having; he kept company with the 
wild Prince, and Poinx; 5 ) 
knows too much; no, he ſhall not knit a knot in his 


Page. Not by my conſent, I promiſe you: The 


is of too high a region, he 


Wfortunes , with the finger of my ſubſtance. If he take 


her, let him take her ſimply: the wealth 1 have waits on 


my conſent , and my conſent goes not that way. 
Ford. I beſeech you heartily, ſome of you go home 


vich me to dinner; befides your cheer you hall have 


+ port; 1 will ſhew you a Monſter, Mr. Doctor you 
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ſhall go, ſoſhall you Mr. Page, and you Sir Hugh, 
Shal. Well, fare you well: | 

We ſhall have the freer wooing at Mr. Pages. 
Caius, Go home, John Rugby, I come anon. 
_ Hoſt. Farewel, my Hearts; 1 will to my honeſt 


Knight, Falſtaff , and drink Canary with him. 


Ford. 1 think I ſhall drink in Pipe- Wine firſt with 


him: I'll make him dance. Will you go, Gentles? 


"ol; Haye with you to ſee this Monſter, 4 Exeunt, 


SCENE. 1 I 


Enter Miſtreſs Ford, Mitreſs Page, an 


Servants with 4 Bastet. 
MR 8. F OR p. 


Wi John 2 what Robert? 


Mrs. Page. Quickly ,quickly?Is the Buckbade:. | 


Mrs. Ford. 1 warrant. What Robin 1 

Mrs. Page. Come, come, come. 

Mrs. Ford. Here, ſer it down. 

Mrs. Page. Give your Men the charge, we muſtbe 


brief. 


Mrs. Ford. Marry, as I told you before, Jobn and 


Robert, be ready hexe hard by in the Brew-houlſe, and 


when I ſuddenly call you, come forth, and, without 


any pauſe or ſtaggering, take this basker on your 


ſhoulders; that done, trudge with it in all haſte , and 
carry it among the Whitſters in Datcher-Mead , and 
_ empty it in the muddy ditch, cloſe by we Thame 
e. 
Mrs. Page. Yiu will do it? 
Mrs. Ford. Tha' told them over and oye ; es hack 
no direction. Be gone, and come when yon are call d. 
Mrs. Page. Here comes little Rob in. | ; 


En- 
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"Enter NR. 


Mrs. Ford, How now, my Eyas- Musket, what 


| News with you? 


Rob. My Maſter ,Sir 2 is come in at your back | 


door, Miſtreſs Ford, and requeſts your company. 


Mrs. Page. You little Jack-a-lent, have you been 


trueto us ? | 


Rol. Ay, I'll be ſworn; my Maſter knows not of 
your being here, and hath threaten'd to pur me into 
| everlaſting liberty, if! tell you of it; for he ſwears 


| he'll. turn me away | | 
Mrs. Page. Thou'rt a good Boy; this ſecrecy of 
thine ſhall be a Tailor to thee , and ſhall make thee a 
| new doublet and hoſe I'll go hide me. N 
| Mrs. Ford. Do ſo; go tell thy Maſter Iam alone; 
| Miſtreſs Page , remember you your cue. „ 
Mrs. Page, I warrant thee; if I do not act it, hiſs 
me. . (Exit Mrs. Page. 


bumidity, this groſs watry pumpion ; we'll teach him 
| to know Turtles from Jays. | 


Enter Falſtaff 


Fal. Have I caught thee , my heav'nly Jewel? why, 
| now let me die; for I have liv'd long enough: This is 
the period of my ambition; O this bleſſed hour ! 

Mrs. Ford. O ſweet Sir John. | 
Fal. Miſtreſs Ford, I cannot cog, I cannot prate, 


Miſtreſs Ford: Now ſhall I fin in my with. I would thy 


Husband were dead, I'll ſpeak it before the beſt Lord, 

I would make thee my Lady, == . 
Mrs. Ford. 1 your Lady, Sit John! Alas, I ſhould 

be a pitiful Lady. I a 
Fal. Let the Court of France ſhew me ſuch —— 


OF WINDSOR 4 


Mrs. Ford. Go to then : we'll uſe this unwholeſom 
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ſce how thine eye would emulate the Diamond: Thot 
haſt the right arched- beauty of the brow- , that be. 
romes the Sip-Tite, the Fire · valiant, or any Tireof 


* 


Venetian admuttance. * 
- Mrs. Ford. A plain kerchiffe, Sir John: my broys 
become nothing elſe, nor that well neither. 
Fal. Thou art a Tyrant to ſay ſoʒthou wouldſt make 
an abſolute Courtier, and the firm fi xure of thy foot 
would give an excellent motion to thy gate, in a ſemi. 
circled Farthingale. I ſee What thou wert, if Fortune 
thy Foe were not, Nature thy Friend: Come, thou 


＋ 


canſt not hide it. e 
Mrs. Ford. Believe me, there's no ſuch thing in 
me. | „„ 
Fal. What made me love thee? Let that perſuade 
thee, there's ſomething extraoadiuary in thee. Come, 
I cannot cog , and ſay, thou art this and that, like 1 
many of theſe liſping Haw-thorn Buds, that come lil 
WMomen in Mens apparel, and ſmell like Bucklers Berry 
in ſimpling time: I cannot; but I love thee, none bu 
thee; and thou deſerveſt it. LL: 
Mrs. Ford. Do not betray me, Sir; I fear you lost 
Miſtreſs Page. * 5 
Fial. Thou might'ſt as well ſay, I love to walk b 
the Counter Gate, which is as hateful to me as Ae 
of a Lime-kiln, %% VX 1 
- Mrs. Ford. Well, Heav'n knows how I love von 
and you ſhall one day find it. 
Fal. Keep in that mind; I'll deſerve it. 
Mrs. Ford. Nay , I muſt tell you, ſo you do; or ell 
I could not be in that mind. . 3 
Rob. (Mithin.) Miſtreſs Ford, Miſtreſs Ford, here“ 
Miſtreſs Page at the door, ſweating, and blowing, 
and looking wildy, and would 3 ſpeak with you 
preſently. ES ior oat : „6äöNCöd 
Fal. She ſhall not ſee me; I will enſconce me behind 
the Arras. 8 | 2 5 Mr 
. | 8 


ee 


hag © 
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: Thoy 
hat be. 
Tireof 
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| brow; 


t make 
1y foot 
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ortune 
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ing in 
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Come, 


like 4 
ne like 
Berry 
ne but 
u lone! 
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ving, 
h you 
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Mrs, 


1 honeſt 
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Man. Ford, Pray . do 8 ben ſhe's a a ery x ing 


| Woman, „ 


Enter a Page. [7 a 5 2 3 
What's the matter? How now? | 
Mrs.; Page... O Miſtreſs Ford, What 1 you adds 
You're ham d, pVare n „ y are undone for 
erer, | 
Mrs. Ford. What' sthe matter T good Miſtreſs Page? 
Mrs. Pa ue O well-a-day , Miſtreſs Ford, having 
an to yout” cy ores A o give hind luch 
cauſe of ſuſpicionl 8 
Mrs. Ford What cauſco 5 
Mrs. Page, What cauſe of ſuſpicion N Out pon nyo: 4 
how am miſtook in your. 3” ; 
Mrs. ford; Why, alas What's the Mattel * 
Mrs. Page. Your Husband's coming hither , Wo: 


man, witttall the Officers in Windſor, to arch for a 


Gentleman that he ſays is here now in the houſe, by 
your conſent, to take an ill adyantage of his ablence. 
You are undoueee 

Mrs. Ford. TIs 802155 1 hope, | 


Mrs. Page. 1 ah: Heav'n it be nor ſo G2 oi kb : 


ſuch a Man here; bur'tis moſt certain your Husband's 
coming with: half Windſor at his he ads TJ are io 
ſuch a one. I come. before to tell 7 ; if you know 
your {elf clear, why, lam glad ofit; but ifyoul have 
à Friend  here,convey,couvey im out. Be notamaz'd ; 
call all your ſenles to you, defend your Reputation, > 
orbid fare wel to your good Ale forever. 5 
Mrs. Foßd. What hall! do? there is a Gentleman, 
my deat Friend; and 1 feat bt my own ſhame fo 
muchas his peril. I had rather than a thouſand Pound 
be were out of the hoüfe. 
| Mis. 9 ole For ane, never ſtand, you had rather , 
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cannot hide kim. Oh, how have you dece ivd me 

Look, here is a basket „if he be of any reaſonable 

ſtature he may creep in here, and throw foul linnei 
upon him, as if it were going to bucking: Or iti 

ee ag time, ſend him by your two Men to Pateha. 

Mea 

1 bare Ford. He's 8 too o big to goin there: What ſhall 

0 


Enter Falſtaff. 7 >TLgG 


| Fal. 158 me ſee'r t, let meſce't, 6 2 ſee tz Il 
in, Illin ; follow your Friend's 2G, il in. 
Mrs. Page. What, Sir obs Falllaff, 3 Are thelty your 
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Letters, Knight? 
Fal. I love thee, help me away; ler me creep in 
here! 8 never, .. . He gets into the bagket , thr 
2 \.. cover him with foul. linen, 
3 0 1 Page. Help to cover r your Maſter; Boy: Cal 
j your Men, Miſtreſs, Ford. Youdiſſembling Kni he ! 
th Mrs. Ford. What, John, » Robert , John , got =. up 
4 "help cloaths here, quickly. Where's the cowlſtaf! | 
F Look how you drumble ; Carry them ta! the e 
1 in ieee ; quickly, r 
1 101 knie, Ford; Page ; Caius 4 Beate 05 
1 Ford. pray) you come neat;if! ſuſpect wi ef cauſe, 
0 why then make ſport at me, then let me be Your elt; 
F '1 deſerye it, How now? whither bear your this? | 
bi: Serv. To the Landreſs, forſooth. 255 
1 Mins, Ford. Why , what have you to 4 whithe 
il bear it ? You were beſt meddle with buck: 
Wl 2 ing. | 
it Ford. Buck? I Weald 1 could waſh my ſeltol the 
A buck: Buck, Buck, Buck, ay Buck: I 1 Jou 
0 Buck , and of the fralon too; it ſhall appear. 
| | ( Exeunt Servants with the Balle. 
8 Gentlemen 51 bare dream d —— ,1Illtell 8 my 
dream 


cep in 
$5.8 hey 
Unnen, 

: Call 


; he! 
:-Þ 
Iſtaff! 
1 
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: cat's Here's here, here be my Keys; . my 
chambers, ſearch , ſeek, find out. I'll warrant we 5; 
Wunkennel rhe Fox. Let me ſtop this way firſt : So, 
Ino uncape. : 
page. Good Mak. Ford, "he contented | 


WY ou wrong your ſelf rob much. 
Ford. True, Maiter Page. Up. dae 700 u ball 
. ſee ſport anon 3 follow me; Gentfemen. 


Eva. This is It fantaſtical humours and jea⸗- 


louſies. 


Caius. By gar, tis no the faſhion of France; it is 


| not jealous 1 in France... £ Exeunt. 4 


Page. Nay , —_ 1 Gentlemen »ſeethe iſſue 


TD of his Fo 


Manent Mi 10 Page ind Mi ra F ord. * 


Mrs. page. Is chere not a double excellency i in this? Bic 


Mrs. Ford. I know not which "rig me better, 


W that my Husband is decei vd, or Sir John. 


Mrs. Page. What a taking was he in when your 


BY Husband ask'd who was iu the Basket? 


Mrs. Ford. I am half afraid he will have} need - 
waſhing ; ſo en him into the water will do 


him a benefit. 


Mrs. Page. Hang hin dictionelt Rafal i 3 


all of the ſame ſtrain were iu the ſame diſtreſs. 

= Mrs. Ford. I think my Husband hath ſome el 

ſuſpicion of Falſtaff's. being here! I never ſaw him ſo 
| groſs in his jealouſie till ngw. 


1 F 


Mrs. Page; I will lay a plot to try char, and we e will 


yet have moretricks with Falſtaff: His dillolute diſcaſe 


will ſcarce obey this Medicine. 


Mrs. Ford. Shall we ſend N 1 Carrion, | 


5 Miſtreſs Quickly; to him, and excuſe his throwing i into 
the water, aud give him anotber hope, to betray him. 
W to another puni ment! * l | 

255 AA LES. 124 AY 1 44 „ © : Mrs. | 
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Mfrxs. Page. We Il doit let him be ſent for to mor. 
row e to ende e eee 


3 0 
$4 4 ; 
F 8 


Re enter F ord, Page, t. ö 


Ford. I cannot find him; may be che Knare brag 
of that he could not compass. L's 

Mrs. Page. Heard you that? x 

Mrs. Tord. Youule me well, Maſter Ford, do you! 

Ford, Ay; ay, I do ſo. 

Mrs. Page. Heav'n ARE n berter than your 
thoughts; . e 17 es 

Ford, Amen. * 

gs Page. You 5 your cal mighty 1 wrong s MI. 
For 

Ford. Ay, ay; I muſt bear it. 

Eva. If there be any pody in the heat a in 
the Chambers; and in rhe Coffers, and i in the _ 
ſes, Heav'n forgive my fins. | 

| Caius. By gar; nor I too; there i is no bodies 

| Page. Fie, fie; Mr. Ford are you nor aſham'd.? 

N What Spirit, What Devil ſuggeſts this imagination?! 
I would not ha your diſtemper: in this Kind, for 
the wealth of Wind/or-Caſile, - 

Ford. Tis my fault, Mr. Base 1 ſuffer for it. 

: Ea. You ſofter for a pad Conſcience ; your Wie 
is as honeſt omans, as I will deſires among br 
thouſand, and five fundted too. 

Caius. By gar, I ſee*tis an honeſt Woman. 
Ford. Well, I promis'd you a dinner; come, 
come, walk in the Park. I pray you pardon me; ! 
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this. Come Wife, come Miſtreſs Page, I Py - 


* * — 


| | pardon me: pray heartily pardon me. 
If 1 Page. Let's go in, Gentlemen; but truſt me. 
Wt! | ' we'll mock him. I do invite you to-morrow-Mmort- 
1 ing to my houſe to Breakfaſt : after we'll a birding 
Wi! together; I haye a ſine Hawk for che Buſh, Shall 
1 \ it be ſo? | | Fork 
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Ford. Any thi ng. wy 
Eva, If there is one, 1 ſhall make two in 3 com- 


pany. 


Caius. If there be one or two, I hall makea the 
turd. 

Ford. Pray you go, Mr. Page. 

Eva. I pray you now remembrauce to-morrow on 
the low ſie Knave , mine Hoſt, + - 

Caius. Dat is good, by gar; with all my heart; 

Eva. A lowſie Kuayc, to have his gibes , and his 
mockeries. ; ( Exeunt. | 


SCENE IV. 
Enter . and 1 frreſs Anne Page. 


FENT ON. 


ſee I cannot get thy Father's love; 
Il Therefore no more turn me to him, ſweet Nan. 
Anne. Alas! how then? 
Fent, Why, thou muſt be thy (el. 
He doth object J am too great of birth, 
And that my State being gall'd with my expenee, 
I ſeek to heal it only by bis wealth. 
Beſides theſe , other bars he lays before my 7 


My riots paſt, my wild ſocieties; 


And tells me, tis a thing g impoſſible 
I thould love thee, but as a property. 
Anne. May be de tells you true. 
Fent. No, Heav'n ſo ſpeed me in my time to come, 


Albeit Iwill coufeſs , thy Father's Wealth 


Was the firſt motive that Ewoo'd thee , Anne: 
Yer woning thee , I found thee of more value 
Than ſtamps in Gold, or ſums in ſcaled bags: 
And 'tis the very riches of thy ſelt | 

That now Taim . | | | 

D 3 Ann,. 


1 2 4 
r r * G -” Ty 
2 e e 
5 * * 
245 22 Ga 4 & . 


7 green netns mags, fe » — * 
2 a % 
— as — Ry 


bY 1 * 
n 
4 * w 

85 * 


* 
5 
A 
+ 
$4 
Jy 
*% 
Lk + 
2 * 
i 
8 
5 7 IF; 
? A 
"=: 
71 
1 
ST } 
FOLK 
. 
8 | 
TIS * 
: ; 
1 
1 
8 
n 
Wis ; 
8 > 3 7 
. 
785 
a 
- 3 12 
=: f 
4 - 
5 Ti 
8 Fx! 13 
DI 4 19 
KY 
$17 
1 
: 
4 . 
1 
* 64 - \ 
" (SEL 
- £4 
BY; 
pA | * 
& 
1 
$ 
1 
« +* 
2 5 
9 
* 
8 . 
5 
* 1 
47 
Tr 
3 l 0 
* * 
18 i 
2 * 
1 
” 4.21 
+ 
| 
19 
15 $24 


f 
. " 
* 
? 
'% B 
1 


e 


"4 — ai ets  — q 
2a 2 > 
r e e 


4 1 * ; % 2 - 5 4 * E 2 * 
54 THE MERRY WI 


— e e eee 
L Fe. 


Vet ſeek my Father's Love , ſtil] ſeek i it, Sir: TEE 2 
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| Look handſome in three hundred Pounds a year? 


1 you a word with you. 


under the degree of a Squire. 


'ES 


Anne. Gentle Mr. Fenton , 7 N x 4.448 


If opportunity and humbleſt ſuit 
Caunor attain it, hy then hark you hither, 


Enter Shallow , Slender and Miſtreſs Quickly. | 


Shal. Break their talk, Miſtreſs Quickly; 
My Kinſman ſhall ſpeak for himſelf,” © | 
Slen. III make a; ſhafr or a bolt o on r D tis but 
venturing. 528 e 
Shal. Be not diſmaid. ; 
Slen. No ſhe ſhail not diſmay me: I care not for 
that, but I am affeard, 


Quic. Hark ye; Mr. Slender would (peak a word 
With you. 


Anne. 1 1 This! is my 1 choice. 
O, what a world of vile ill-favour d faults 


Quic. And how does good Maſter ren! 4 F. 


4 


Shal. She's coming; to her Coz. 
O Boy, thou hadſt a Father! 2 
Slen. I had a Father, Mrs. Anne; my Uncle can 
tell you good jeſts of him. Pray you, Uncle, tel 
Mrs. Anne the jeſt , how my. Father ſtolet tw o Gel 
out of a pen + good Uncle. 
Shal. Miſters Anne, my Conſin 3 ou 
Slen. AY > that I do, as well as ! love any Wo- 
man in Glceſter-ſhire, 
' Shal, Hò will maintain you lien Gentlewoman. 
- Slen. Ay, that I will; come cur and long all; 


Shal. He will make you a hundred and fifey Pounds 


Jointure. a 


Anne. Good Maſter Shallow, 
himſelf. 


Shal. Marry, I thank you fori it; 1 thank you for ha | 


let him woo for 


8 i OF Wu N'iDiS!O' Ri TV 
"2 Food comfort; ſhe calls you Coz: * leave YOU... 
F Anne. Now Maſter Slender. V7 

| Slen. Now good Miſtreſs Anne, Z 40 
Anne. What is your will 2 r 
bien. My will ; Od + hoart-tin ngs, a pretty. 
ly. eſt indeed, I ne'er made my Will yet, 1 than 
8 WHcav'n; I am not ſuch a ſickly Creature, 1. give 
WHecay'n praiſe, 
- Anne. I mean, Mr. Slender, what would you 
nes but with me? > | 
"ai Slen. Truly for mine own. part, 1 would little or 
Wrothirig with you : your Father and my Uncle have 
or for inade motions ; if it be my luck ſo, if not, happy 
an be his dole; they can tell. you how things go 
a word better than I can; you es ask your kee 8 here he 
5 comes. . 
hol 5 
Enter Pa c and Mir 5P. e. 
ear ? , 5 age Anne. 
Page. Now ; Maſter Slendsr : Love him, B 
why how now ? What does Maſter Fenton here 2 
vou wrong me, Sir, thus ſtill to haut my Houle: 
1 Itell you , Sir, my 7 Daughter i isdiſpos'd of. 45 | 
le can Fent. Nay, Maſter Page, be not impatient. 
> , e Frs. Page, Good Maſter Fenton , come not ro my 
Geele 55 Pa ge. She is no Match for FOR: | "Ws 
EDS. Fent. Sir will you hear me ? 
vs Page. No, good Maſter Fenton. $$ 
bw Come, Maſter Shallow: come, Son Slender , in. 
Knowing my mind you wrong me, Maſter Fenton. 
man. ( Exeunt Page, Shallow and Slender. | 
Tail ] Quic, Speak to Miſtreſs Page. 5 
Re, Fent. Good Miſtreſs Page, for that 1 lots: your 
ound | | (Daughter 
In ſuch a righteous. faſhion as I do, 
0 for Perforce , againſt all checks, rebukes and manners, 
chat 1 muſt adyance the colours of my Love, 


D4 And 


_ 


* 
4 


bt 
SIN 


56' THE MERRY W IVES. 
And not retire. Let me have your good - - will, 
| F TOs Good Mothes 5 do nor. nn me to you 
of 
5 8 N Page. I mean it not xl ſeck you a bereex . 
ban 
Quic. That's my 1 Maſter Doctor. „ 
Anne. Alas I had rather be fer quick 1 'ch' earth, 
and bowl'd to death wich turnepbss. (Fenton; 
Mrs. Page. Come, trouble not your ſelf, good Maſter 
1 will not be your Friend nor Ennemy: 
My Daughter will 1 queſtion how ſhe loves 708, 
484 as I find her, fo am I affected. 
Till then, farewel Sir; ſhe muſt needs go in, 
Her Father will be angry. ( Ex. Mrs. Page and 4 
* Fent. Farewel, gentle Miſtreſs; farewel Nan. 
Quic. This is my doing now. Nay , ſaid I, will 
u caſt away your Child on a Fool, and a Phyſician? ir 
| Took on Maſter Fenton: This is my doing. BB 
Fent. I thank thee ; and | pray thee once ro-night, li 
Give my ſweet Nan chis Ring : There” s for thy paws. Wi . 
Quic- Now Heav'n fend hs good Fortune. A End 
heart he hath, a Woman would run through fire and WT 2 
water for ſuch a kind heart. But yet, I would my Ma- f 
ſter had Miſtreſs Anne; or I Would Mr. Slender had h 
her; or, in ſooth, I would Mr. Fenton had her. I will : 
do wha I can for cheat all three, for ſo l have promis d) Wt 3 
and I'll be as good as my word , but eee for Mr. 
Fenton. Well, I muſt of FR errand to Sir John Fal- 
ſtaff from my two Miſtreſſes; what 4 Beaſt am It We 
Pork it? RE L * 4 
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Enter Falſtaff and Bardolp. 
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E1 Bard. Here, Sir. „ 
Fal. Go fetch me a quart of Sack, put a toſt in't. 
Have I lived to be carry d in a basket lle a barrow of 
Zutchers offal, and to be thrown into the Thames! 
well, if I be ſerv'd ſuch another trick, I'll, hate my 
brains ta'en out aud butter d, and give them ro 2 
Dog for a New-years Gift. The Rogues lighted me . 
into the River, with as little remorlſe as they, woul 

W have drowu'd a blind Bitches Puppies, fiſteen i th 

litter; and you may know, by my ſize, that I have 

a kind of alacrity iv ſinking : If the bottom were as 

deep as hell, I ſhould down. I had been drown'd,, but 

chat the ſhore was ſhel vy and ſhallow ; a death that I 

abhor, for the water ſwells a Man: And what a thing 

ſhould I have been when I had been ſwell'd ?I could 


” 3 


have been a mountain of Mummy. | 
= Bard. Here's Miſtreſs Quickly, Sir, to ſpeak with 

you.. „ e . 
Tal. Come, let me pour in ſome ek to the Thames - 
now balls for Pills to cool the Reins. Call her in. 


n 

+ 3 2 

I Ds 
RISE 


Jou, 


Anne. 
„ 
„will 
clan? 


j =." 
* n 
9 GAIT 


1 
—_ a => 
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Bard Come in, Woman. 
Enter Miſtrefs Quickly. 


Quic. By your leave: I cry you mercy. 
Give your Worſhip good-morrow. 
Fal. Takeaway theſe challices: 
Go, brew me a pottle of Sack finely. | 
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their erection. 
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| Bard. With eggs, Sir? 


7 * 


Fal. Simple of it ſelf: TIl no Pallet-ſperm in my 


brevage. How now? 


we Marry, Sir, L eme ig ron Worſhip from 5 


eſs Ford. 


Fal. Miſtreſs Ford? J have had ford enough; I w ; 


thrown into the ford; I have my belly-full of ford, 
 Quic. Alas the day! Good heart, that was not het 
fault: She does ſo take on with her Men; they miſtook 
Fal. So did I mine, to build on a fooliſh Woman! 
By” oa po dormaranddy, © 
Quic. Well, ſhe laments, Sir, for it, that it would 
yern your heart to ſee it. Her Husband goes this mot. 
ning a birding ; the deſires you once more to comet 
her, between eight and nine. I muſt carry her word 


quickly, ſhe'll make you amends, I warrant you. 


Fal. Well, I willvifither ; tell her ſo, and bid her 
chink what a Man is: Let her conſider his frailty, au 
then judge of my merit. „ 
%%% OS ef EU 
Fal. Do ſo. Between nine and ten, ſay'ſt thou? 
Quic. Eight and nine, Sir. . 


Fal. Well. be gone; Iwill not miſs her. 


Quic. Peace be with you, Sir. b 

Fal. I marvel I hear not of Maſter Broom; he feat 
me word to ſtay within: I like his mony well. 
Oh, here he mes 


2 Enter Ford. 


Ford. Bleſs you, Sir. 


; | 


Fal. Now, Maſter Broom, you come to know what 
hath paſs'd between me and Ford's Wife? 


Ford. That indeed, Sir John, is my buſineſs, 

Fal. Maſter Broom, I will not lie to you | 

I was at her houſe the hour ſhe appointed me. 
Ford. And you ſped, Sir? ; 


Fal 


' 


OF WINDSOR,” 5g 
bal. Very ill fayour'dly, Maſter Brom. 
bord. How Sir, did ſhe change her determination? 
kal. No, Mr. Broom; but the peaking Cornuto her 
asband, Mr. Broom, dwelling in a continuallarum 
W jcalouſic ,' comes in the inſtant of our Encounter » 
er we bad cinbrac'd, kiſs'd, proteſted ,- & as it were 
oke the Prologue of our Comedy, and at his heels 
Fabble of his Companions, thither ꝑrovok'd and in- 
Wigatcd by his diſtemper, and, forſoorh; to ſearch his 
Wouſc for his Wife's Love. wy * 
Ford. What, while you were there? 

Fal. While Iwas there, : 11 
bord. And did he ſearch for you, and could not 
Ind you? en e Me 

. Fat You fhall hear. As good Luck would have it, 
Womes in one Miſtreſs Page, gives intelligence of Ford's 
Woproach, and in her invention, and Ford's Wife's di- 


— 


— 


bid her fraction, they convey'd me into a Buck- basket. 
, Ford; A Buck- basket: 


Fal. Lea, a Buck. basket; ramm'd me in with foul 
birts and Smocks, Socks, foul ſtockings, and greaſie 
Wapkins, that, Maſter Broom, there was the tankeſt 
om pound of villanous ſmiell that ever offended noſtril. 
= Ford. And how long lay you there? . 
Fal. Nay , you ſhall hear, Maſter Broom, what I 
have ſuffer'd, to bring this Woman to evil, for 
our good: Being thus cram'd in the Basket, a cou- 
Ile of Ford's Knaves, his Hinds, were call'd forth 
by their Miſtreſs, to carry me in the name of foul 
cloaths to Dazcher-lane ; they took me on their ſhoul- 
ders, met the jealous Knave their Maſter in the doors 
W who ask d them once or twice whatthey had in their : 3 
basket; Iquak'd for fear, leaſt the Lunatick Knave - 
would have ſearch'd it; but Fate, ordaining he ſhould 

| be a Cuckold, held his hand. Well, on went he tor 

a ſearch, and away went I for foul cloaths. But mark 
the ſequel , Maſter Broom; I ſuffered the pangs of 
chree ſeyetal Deaths : Firſt, an intolerable right, to 
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6 THEM ERRT WIVES 
be detected with a jealous rotten Bell- weather; ge 
to be compaſs'd, like a good Bilbo, in the cir 
ference of a Peck, hilt to point, heel to head; wif 
then to be ſtopt in, like a ſtrong diſtillation, vit 
ſtinking eloaths, that fretted in their on greaſe 
Think of that, a Man of my kidney; think of thy, 
chat am as ſubje& to heat as butter; a Man of con 
tinual diſſolution and thaw : it was a miracle to *[cap 
ſuffocation. And in the height of this bath, when] 
was more than half ſtew'd in greaſe, like a Dutch dilb, 
to be throw into the Thames, and cool'd, glowing hoy 
in that lerge, like a Horſe-ſhoe; think 99 5 hiſſing 


ie Þ 


hor, think of that, Maſter Broom. i 
Ford. In good ſadneſs, Sir, I am ſorry that for ny 
ſake you ſuffer d all this. My ſuit is then deſperate; 
you'll undertake her no more?: | 
Fal. Maſter Broom, I will be thrown into Etna, x 
Ihave been into Thames, c'er I will leave her thus. Kt 
Husband is this morning gonea birding ; I have n. 
cciv'd from her. another Ambaſſie of meeting; tin 
eight and nine is the Hour, Maſter Broms. 
Ford. Tis paſt eight already, Sir. 


Fal. Is it? I will then addreſs me to my Appoin n 
ment. Come to meat your convenient lei ſure, and you : 
| ſhall know how I ſpeed; and the concluſion ſhall . 

crown'd with your enjoying her. Adieu, you ſhall Wt hi 


Have her, Maſter, Broom, Maſter. Broom, you {hal 
cuckold Ford. 5 ” | 3 
Ford. Hum! Ha Is this a viſion? Is this a dream 
Do I ſleep? Maſter Ford, awake, awake Maſter Fork 
there's a hole made in your beſt coat, Maſter Jord. 
This 'tis to be married / this 'tis to have Linnen and 
Buck baskets / Well , I will proclaim my ſelf what! h 
am; I will now take the Leacher; he is at my Houle; We 
he cannot ' ſcape me; tis impoſſible he ſhould ; he can. 
not creep into a half- penny purſe, nor into a Pep. 
en box. But leſt the Devil that guides him ſhould ad WR | 
kim, I will ſearch impoſlible places; tho' what bw” | 
N 0 cauno 


W 


8 OF WIN DSO NG 1 
er ; ge nnot. 5 yet to be what I Would woelball not Sf 
cite Hake me tame If I have horns, to make eames let f N 
ead; a ie e Proverb g0 N me, ? F u be horu-m Ade | (Exit | 1 
n, wit ; | „ | | T0 
Joy apes 1 
of con V. 0 
) "leaps "i wr I Tos _ | © 
when] 8 1 
1 0 8. c . N E x; 1 
* hot 7 

: Euer F alftaif and Miſe P ord; 7 
for mf 1 
Perate; 1 A L. 8 7 TA * F. 1 pgs 
ina, riſtreſ Ford, ; Jour. neben hach eaten up my 
us. Hi: WM ſufferance ; I Tee you are 6bſequious in your 
ave r. Love, and 1 profeſs requiral to a hairs breadth, not 


; only , Miſtreſs Ford , in the fi imple office of Love, 
but in all che aceouſtrement; complement , and 
ceremony of it. But are you lure of your Husband 


ppoin WF now ? 

ad you BB rs. Ford. He's abirding', {weerSir John. | 

hal be Mrs. Page. e e What h hoa de Tord: what 
u ſbal WE hoa'! ; 

u (hal BG Mrs Ford. Step i into h'Chamber, Si John, 
(Ex, (Ex, Falſtaff; 
ream! | 1 N 

r at 1 | E ner Miſtreſs Page. | 

Tord: 2 

n and Mrs. Page. How bow, bucer Heare 1 has ag” 
what! home beſides your (elf 2 2  -- 

ouſe; Mrs. Ford. Why none but mine own people. 

e can WE Mrs. Page. Indeed? 1 
pep- Mrs. Ford. No certainly... we Speak louder: 


Mrs. Page. Truly, I am ſol glad you have no 
lam! body here. 


anno | 1 5 Mrs. 


_ 632 THE MERRY WIE 

| 5 Mrs. Ford. Why? 1 1-7 F 3 e "IO: Fe 
Mrs. Page. Why Woman, yout Husband is in hi 7; 
old lines again; he ſo takes on vonder with my Hus: 
band, ſo rails againſt all married Mankind, ſo curſes all 

Eve's Daughters, of what complexion ſoever, and o WM th 
buffers himſelf on the fore-head,crying peer-our peer. ¶ h 
out, that any madneſs I ever. yet .beheld ſeem'd bur g. 
tameneſs, civility and parience to this his diſtemper th 
he is in now. I am glad the fat Knight is not here. 

Mrs. Ford. Why does he talk of him? 

Mrs. Page. Of none but him, and ſwears he was 
carry'd out, the laſt time he ſearch'd for him, ina 
bas ker; proteſts to my Hnsband he is now here, and 

| hath drawn him and the reſt of their Company from \ 

i. \ their ſport, tojmake another experiment of his ſuſ. MW 

ww picion : but I am . the Knight is not here; now he c 

ſhall {cebwoladoglerys: z,, oe DI | 
Mrs. Ford. How near is he, Miſtreſs Page? 7 

Mrs. Page. Hard by, at ſtreets end, he will be bete ff . 

anon. 223 CC.ͥͤĩ ] fond aha 
_ » Mrs. Ford. Jam undone, the Knight is here. 
Mrs. Page, Why then you are utterly ſham'd , and l 
he's but a dead Man. What a Woman are you ? Away ? 
yok him, away with him, better ſhame than Mur- 

—_ | Mrs. Ford. Which way ſhould he go? How ſhould 

1 | Theſtow him? Shall I pur him into the Basket again? W 


Euter Falſtaff. 1 


Fal. No, I'll no more i ch basket: 1 a 
19 May I not go oũt e er he come 
= . © Mrs. Page. Alas, three of Maſter's Fords Brothers | 
1 watch the door with Piſtols, that none ſhould iſſue 
out, otherwiſe you might ſlip away e re he came: But 
what make you here??! . 


Fal. What ſhall I do? I'll creep up into the chim- 


Do 

r 
* 
— 


n f - N . = : TE 
—— 93 — IS 2 W T2 p — 8 21 = bs, 22 - * 1 
9 2 — boats vn 181 14 N >) = pwr RD fo — 2 * 75 LEI © n Mw 2 2 2 [FEA © 
- % : n ru . 2 
T0 ˙ A e SE AAS. e — n — * 
Fa Si EIS? dE; MACON To ILY = A E _ n —— 5 EO ES - 5 2 Lode 
_ > Por 8 . = "p94 2 e 8 v * ; EONS 
K 25 N 1 — 5 2 * ER ba = 5 — * = - — on x 
SEE DO OW EY BY — Ig IE II TITER TEES IS ; * 
g : , - 5 =o. * 2 
s Co ee oe 8 5 8 - F PUTS eee 
7 ſs 4 > 
e h . * * * = ” * 7 


ä . 0 
WS OT ä Ca IT a; — 2 c i 
— . 6 ag ate: g _—_ xe I — > Mmm go che 25 > 8 rr 
= 40> = To CES F 5 r aa of Ws 
25, <a : — INS rod . 
o = 8 W.4 « AD 1 * * 
2 * * p 


= 
— — — — Beg 2 — 
„ * * 7 wider 
235 8 ALA . po, 
2 — 4 pa 


— 
n 


Shu 
. ICOTY 


nan oe ot ar Ro non 
rr 


. 
— . 
— —— — — 
—— — 3 
— — os : 
* 
* 


2 — — = - 
— 


os — 
"> 
I — 


— 
2 
7 
- 
th 


"2 wv WIN 56 nt ba 
Mrs. Ford. There they always uſe to diſcharge belt 


Birding- pieces; creep into the n x 42 n 


Fal. Where is it? | 
Mrs. Ford. He will lebe there, on my nd? ITE 
ther preſs , coffer; cheſt; trunk, well, vault but ot 


harh an abſtract for the rembrance of ſuch pl laces, arid 
goes 10 them by his Note; ; there! is no hidi 8 you in 
the Houſe. 115 


Hal. III zoourthen.. 4 BHO 1714.5 alle 
Mrs. Ford. If you go out in your own ſemblance; 
you die, Sir John, unleſs you go out dilguis d. How 

might we dilguiſe him??? 

Mrs. Page ” Alaſs-the-day ; ; how not there is no 
Woman's Gown big enough for him, otherwiſe he 
might put on a bats, a muſfter , and a Ns ind 6 

eſcape. + bai 0 

2 Good Hearts . deviſe fomerhing ; ; any extro. 
mity , rather than miſchief. 
- - Mrs. Food: My Maid's Auti : the fat Woman of 
Brainford, has a Gown above. 

Mrs. Page. On my word it will ſerve him; ſhe's as 
big as he is; and there's her thrumb Hat, and her 
Muffler too. Run up, Sir John. | 

Mrs. Ford. Go, go, ſweet gir John ; ; Miſtreſs Page 
and I will look ſome linnen for your head. 

Mrs. Page. Quick, quick „ we'll come dreſs you 
ſtraight ; put on the Gown the While. (Exit Falſtaff, 

Mrs. Ford. I wonld my Husband would meet him 


. 


in rhis ſhape; he cannot abide the old Woman of 


Brainford ; he wears the's a Witch, forbad her my 
Houſe, and hath threatned to beat her, 
Mrs. Page. Heay'n guide him to thy Husband's 
cudgel, and the Devil guide his cudgel afterwards. - 
Mrs. Ford; But is my Husband coming? 
Mrs. Page, Ay in good ſadneſs is he, and talks of 
the Basket too, how ſoever he had intelligence. 5 
Mrs. Ford, We'll try that; for I'll appoint my Men 
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n Shut, Indeed, Mr. Ford, this is not wel indeed. 4 
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to carry the basket again, to meet him at the doot with 
it, as they did laſt time. 
Mrs. Page. Nay, but he ll be here reſently ; ; lersgp 
dreſs him like the Witch of Brainford, }. 
Mrs, Ford. I'll firſt direct my Men, what Ho ſhall 
ET with the basket; 80 up, I'll bring linnen for hum 
rai 
Mrs. gb. Hang him dishoneſt Varke 5 We can- 
not miſuſe him enough. 
Well leave a proof, by that which y we will 8 4 
Wives may be merry, and yet honeſt too. 
We do not act, that often jeſt aud laugh : 
hen is old, but true, Still Swine eats all the draugh, 
Mrs. Ford. Go sits, take the basket again on your 
ſhoulders; your Maſter is hard at door; if he bid yot 
Rog it a , obey him : Quickly ys; waa 


921%3/ 1 „A 


85 Enter Servants with the Backek. 


” 
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1 Tee — — , tome, take u Ti 
22 OW Pray neay n it be not ful of the Knigtr 


Again. 
1 Serv. I | hope i not. 1 bad as lief bear fo much lead 


OS e, Ford, Shallow, , Page ; Caius: and Eratis 


22 3 Ford. Ay; if it prove true; ; | Maſter ve; have 
yo any way then to unfool me again? Set downthe 
Basket; Villains; ſomebody call my Wife: Yourh in 
n Basket. Oh you panderly Raſcals, there's a Knot; a 

Gang, a Pack, a conſpiracy againſt me now ſhall 
the Devil be ſham'd. What, Wife Iſay, come, come 

torth; behold what honeſt cloaths you ſend forch to 
bleaching. 5 

Tage. Why , this paſſes Mr. Ford ; you are not to 
o looſe any longer, you muſt be piunion d. 


Dog. 


Eva. Why this is lnnaricks ; this is mad as 4 mad 
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OF WIN DISOR 69. 
Ford. 80 ſay Itod, Sir. Come hither Miſtreſs Ford, 
Miſtreſ Ford, the honeſt Woman, the modeſt Wife, | 
the virtuous Creatute, that hath the jealons fool to 
her Husband: I ſuſpect without cauſe, Miltceſs, 

dol? | 
Mrs. Ford. Heay'n be my witneſs you do, if you 
ſuſpect me in any diskonelty. 
Ford. Well ſaid , \Brazen-face , hold ir out: : Cann 
forth, Sirrah. Pulls the cloaths Out of the baker. 
Pages This alles 15 
Mrs. Ford. Are you. not nen ler the cloahs 
alone. Fer 
Ford. 1 hall "IEF: ou anon. : 0 I Ans. 
Eva. 'Tis unxeaſonable; oil you rake. up your 
Wife's cloaths 2 Come away. 471, Ka 
Ford. Empty the basket, 1 ſay. 
Mrs. Ford. Why Man, why 2 - | 
Ford. Maſter Page, as Iam a Man J there was one 
convey'd out of my houſe yeſterday in this Basket; 
why may not he be there again? In my houſe I am 
ſure he is; my intelligence is true, my jealouſie is 


7 
4 7 
0 $$ . 
4 v 
= 


. teaſonable , pluck: me dut all the Linnen. 


Mrs, Ford. If you find'a Man there , he hall die a 
Flea's dea. 

Page. Here's no Man. 

Shal. By my deli? chisis isnot1 not vel 5 Mi. Ford; 
this wrongs you. 

Eva, Mr. Ford, you mal pray 2 * not . 
the imaginations of your owh heart;-thisis: jealouſies. 

ford, Well, he's not Here I ſeek fo. 

Page. No, nor no where elſe but in your brain. 

Ford, Help to ſearch my houſe this one time; if I 
find not what I ſeek, ſhew no colour for my extre- 
mit y, let me for ever; be your Table- port; let them 


LS 


tay of me, As jealous as Ford, that ſearched a hol- 


low wall- nut for his Wives Lemman. Laren me once 
more; once more ſearch with me. | 
Mrs. Ford. What hoa, Miſtreſs Page come you 
"FT and 
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you, come down, I ſay. 


66 T HE MERRY WIVES 
and the old Woman down; my Husband will come 
into che P e 
Ford. Old Woman! What old Woman's that? 
5 mo Ford. Why; it is my Maid's Aunt of Bran. 
, * 0 
For 4. A Witch z4 Quean * an old cozening Quean; 
have not forbid her my-houſe ? She comes of errands, 
does ſhe? We are ſimple Men, we do not know what's 
brought to paſs under the Profeſſion of Fortune tel 
ling. She works by Charms, by Spells, by th Figure, 
and ſuch dawbry as this is, beyond our element; we 
know nothing. Come down, you Witch, you Hay 
Mrs. Ford. Nay , good ſweet Husband; good 
Gentlemen, let him not ſtrike the old Woman. 


Enter Falſtaff in Womens cloathjs. 


Mrs. Page. Come Mother Prat, come, give me 
your hand. . 4 
Ford. I'll Prat her. Out of my door you Witeh, 
(Beats him.) you Hag, you Baggage, you Poulcat, 
you Runnion, out, out; I'll conjure you, III For. 
tune- tell you. 0 5 [Exit Fal. 
Mrs. Page. Are you not aſnamd? * 
Ethink you have kill'd the poor Woman. . 
Mrs. Ford. Nay, he will do it; tis a goodly credit 
ry RR x 4 
Ford. Hang her, Witch. 1 
Eva. By yea, and no, I think the Oman is a Witch 
indeed: Ilike not when a Oman has a great peard; 
ſpy a great peard under his Muffler, e 
Ford. Will you follow, Gentlemen? I beſeech you 
follow; ſee but the iſſue of my jealouſie; if 1 ef 
out e no trial, never truſt me when I open 
again. 33 . NZ; | HET | 
Page. Let's obey his humour a little further: Come, 
Gentlemenn VVV 1 


8 


Quean a 
errands, 
7 what's 
une-tel- 
Figure, 
ent; we 
ou Hag 


5 | good 


1. 


give me 


| Witch l 
Poulcat, 
III For- 
Exit Fal. 


iy cred 


a Witch 
peard; | 


Mrs. Page. Truſt me he beat him moſt pitifully, 


beat him moſt unpitifully, methought,. 


Mrs. Ford. What think you May we, with the 


warrant of woman: hood, andthe witneſs of a good 


conſcience , purſue him with any further revenge ? 
Mrs. Page. The ſpirit of wantonneſs is ſure ſcar'd 
out of him; if the Devil have him not in Fee-ſimple , 
with Fine and Recovery, he will never, I think, in 
the way of waſte , attemprus again. 5 E 
Mrs. Ford. Shall we tell our Husbands how we have 
ſerved nim: | EET 
Mrs. Page, Yes , by all means; if it be but to ſcrape 
the figures out of your Husband's brain. If they can 
find in their hearts the poor unvirtuous fat Knight ſhall 
be any further afflicted, we two will [till be che Mi- 


Mrs. Ford. I'll warrant they'll have him publickty 


ſham'd ; and methinks there would be no period to 

the jeſt ,ſhould he not be publickly ſnam d. 
Mrs. Page, Come to the 58 with it, then ſhape 

it: I would not have things cool. (Exeunt. 


SCENE 1T © 
Enter Hoſt and Bardolph, 


BA N DOLL 


oy the German deſires to have three of yout hor- 


les; the Duke himſelf will be co-morrow at Court; 
and they are going to meet him, by 5 
Hoſt, What Duke ſhould that be comes ſo ſecretly ? 


4 


Mrs. Ford, Nay » by ch Maſs that he did not; he 


Mrs. Page. I'll have the cudgel hallow'd, and 
hung o'er the Altar, it hath done meritorious ſer 
Vice. | | 
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I hear not of him in the Court: Let me ſpeak with the 


Gentlemen , they ſpeak Engliſh ? 
Bard. Sir, I'll call them to you. „ 
Hoſt. They ſhall have my horſes, but I'll make them 
pay, Il ſawce them. They have had my Houle a 
week at command; I have mus away my other 
Il ſawce them, come. 
| ( (Extunt. 


EN II . 
Enter Page, Ford » Miſtreſs Page , Mifireſ 


Ford, and Evans. 


E V 8 | 

7 Is one of the heſt diſcretions of a Oman as ever 1 
did look upon. | 2 

Page. And did he ſend you both theſe Letters at an 
inftant? . TY | 

Mrs. Page. Within a quarter of an hour. (wilt 

Ford. Pardon me , Wite. Henceforth do whar thou 

I rather will ſuſpect the Sun with cold, ( ſtand, 


Than thee with wantonneſs; now doth thy Honour 
In him that was of late an Heretick , 


As firm of Faith. - 
Page. Tis well, tis well; no more. 
Be not extream in ſubmiſſion , as in offence , 
But let our Plot go forward: Let our Wives 
Yet once again; to make us publick ſport , 
Appoint a meeting with this old fat Fellow, 
Where we may take him, and diſgrace him for it. 
Ford. There is no better way than that they ſpoke of, 
Page. How ? to ſend him word they'l meet him in 
the Park at midnight ? Fie, fie, he'll never come. 
Eva. You ſay he hath been thrown into the OO. 
Ws | n 


WW Rl "= 


a v@tquoae  vANOA Oa Mc 


th the 
them 
oule a 
other 


ome. 
Xeunt, 


Are 
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OF WINDSOR... 
and has been grievouſly peaten, as an old Oman; 
methinks there ſhould be terrors in him, that ke 


ſhould not come; methinks his fleſh is puniſh'd, he 


{hall have no deſires. | 
Page. So think I too. (comes, 
Mrs. Ford. Deviſe but how you'll uſe him when he 

And let us two deviſe to bring him thither. | 
Mrs. Page, There is an old Tale goes, that Herne 

the Hunter, ſometime a Keeper in Mindſor Foreſt, 

doth all the Winter time, ar ſtill of midnight walk 
round about an oak, with great ragged horns. And 
there he blaſts the Tree, and takes the Cattle, 

and makes Milch- kine yield. blood, and ſhakes a 

Chain ina moſt hideous and dreadful manner. You 

have heard of ſuch a Spirit , and well you know 

The ſuperſtitious idle-headed Eld = 

Receiv'd , and did deliver to our Age 9 

This Tale of Herne the Hunter, for a Truth. 

Page. Why yet there want not many that do fear 
In deep of night to walk by this Herne s Oak: fy 
But what ofthis 2 | : 

Mrs. Ford. Marry this is our device, 

That Falſtaff at that Oak ſhall meet with us. 
Page. Well, let it not be doubted but he'll come. 
And in this ſhape when you have brought him thither, 

What ſhall be done with him? What is your Plot? 

Mrs Page. That like wiſe we have thought upon, and 

Nan Page, my Daughter, and my little Son, 
And three or four more of their growth , we'll dreſs. 
Like Urchins, Ouphes and Fairies, green and white, 
With rounds of waxen tapers on their heads, 

And rattles in their hands: upon a ſudden , 

As Falſtaff, ſhe, and 1, are newly met, 

Let them from forth a Saw-pit ruſh at once 

With ſome diffuſed Song: Upon their fight ©. 

We two, in great amazedneſs, will fly 3 

Then let them all encircle him about, © | _ 
„5 And 
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ow THE MERRY WIV ES 
And Fairy-like to pinch the unclean Knight; 
And ask him why, that hour of Fairy Reye!, 
In their ſo ſacred paths he dares troiread = 
In ſhape prophane? | „„ 
Mrs. Ford. And 'till he tell the truth, 
Let the ſuppoſed Fairies pane him ſound , 
And burn him with their Tapers. | 
Mrs. Page. The truth being known, | 
We'llall preſent our ſelves; dis-horn the Spirit, 
And mock him home to Windſor. 1 
Ford. The Children muſt Oe 
Be practis d well to this, or they'll ne'er dot. 
Eva, I will teach the Children their behaviours; 
and Iwill be like a ſack- a- napes alſo, to burn the 
Knight with my Taber. | 
Ford. That will be excellent, 
I'll go buy them Vizards. 1 
Mrs. Page. My Nan ſhall be the Queen of all the 
Fairies, finely attired in a robe of white. 
Page. That Silk will I go buy zand in that time 
Shall Mr. Slender ſteal my Nan away, 
And marry her at Eaton. Go; ſend to Falſtaff ſtraight, 
Ford. Nay, IIl to him again in name of Broom; 
He'll tell me all his purpoſe. Sure he'll come. 
Mrs. Page. Fear not you that, go get us properties 
And tricking for your Fairies. e 
Eva. Let us about it, 5 
It is admirable pleaſures, and ferry honeſt knaveries. 
: EExeunt Page, Ford and Evans, 
Mrs. Pa Ms. Ford, 
Send quickly to Sir John, to know his mind. 

5 1. "Tx. Mrs. Ford. 
I'll to the Doctor, he hath my good-will , 
And none but he, ro marry with Nau Page. 

That Slender, tho'well landed, is an Ideot; 

And he my Husband beſt of all affects. ky 
The Doctor is well mony'd, and his Friends 4 
8 | | 5 0- 


7 potent at Court; be. none but he ſhall 10 w_ 2 


| Tho'rwenty chouſand worthier came to crave her. 
1 I os, Exit. 


8 „ 


Enter Holt and Simple. 
74 „ | 
* Hat wouldſt thou have, Boor? what, Thick - 
880 skin? ſpeak, breathe, d 5 brief, ſhort, 
urn the nick, ſnap. : 
imp. Marry, Sir, I come to ſpeak with Sir Jo 
2 1 „from Mr. Slender. | 
all tn There's his Chamber, his Houſe, his Caſtle, 
ms nis foaming bed and truckle bed; tis painted abour 
8 with the Story of the Prodigal, freſh and new; go, 
| knock and call;he'll ſpeak like an Anthropophaginian 
5 8 unto thee : Knock, I ſay. 
1 Fino. There's an old Woman, a fat Woman gone 
7 uß into his Chamber; I'll beſo bold as ſtay, Sir, till 
vertices ſhe come down ; I come to ſpeak with her indeed. 
P Hoſt, Ha! a fat Woman?The Knight may be robb'd, 
1'Ilcall, Bully-Knight ! Bully-Sir John! ſpeak from 
MIR thy langs Military: Art thou there? It is thine Hoſt, 
5 thine Zpheſ ian calls. 
TY a Falſtaff. 
Ford. Es 


Fal. How now, mine Hoſt ?z 

Hoſt. Here's a Bohemian-Tartar tarries the coming 
down of thy fat Woman: Let her deſcend , Bully, 
let her de ; my Chambers are honourable, Fic , 
5 es JEW. > 5 

Po- : | E 4 | . Fal. 
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Fal. There was, mine Hoſt, an old fat Woman 3 


even now with me, but ſhe's gone. 


| Simp. Pray you, Sir, was t not the wiſe Woman 
of Brainford ? | 


Fal. Ay marry was it, Muſſel- ſhell, what would 


you with her? 


Simp. My Maſter , sir, my Maſter Slender fo to 


her, ſeeing her go chro* the ſtreets, to know „Sir, 


| whether one Nym , Sir, that beguil' d him of a chain, 


had the chain , or no ? 

Fal. 1 ſpake withthe old Woman about i it, 

Simp. And what ſays ſhe ,I pray Sir? 

Fal. Marry ſhe ſays, that the very ſame Man that 
beguil'd Maſter Slender of his chain, cozen'd him of 
. 

Simp. 1 would I could haye ſpoken with the Wo- 


man her ſelf; Thad other chings to have N with 


her too, from A 
Fal. What are they? Let us know. 5 
Hoſt, Ay, come; quick. | 
Simp. I may not conceal them, Sir. 
Haſt. Conceal them, or thou dy. | 
Simp. Why, Sir, they were nothing but . 


Miſtreſs Anne Page; to Know if 3 it were my: Mares $ 
Fortune to have her or no-. | 


Fal. Tis tis his Fortune. 

Simp. What, Sir ? 

Fal. To have her, or ho: Go; lay the Woman old 
melo. 

Simp. May I be bold to ſlay ſo, Sir? 

Fal. Ay Sir; like who more bold. | 

Simp. I thank your Worſhip : I ſhall make my 
Maſter glad with theſe tidings. (Exit Simple. 

Hoſt. Thou art clarkly; ; thou art clarkly , Sir John: 
Was there a wiſe Woman with thee ? 

Fal. Ay , that there was, mine Hoſt, one that hath 
taught me more wit chan ever I ain d beſore in p Wy 

lte; 


f 0 


Md  ** © 


li 


life; and I'pa 


id nothing for it neither, but was paid 
formy learning: Pons OT WIN. 
5 Enter Bardolph. 5 


— 


1 Bard. Out alas, Sir, Cozenage meer Cozenage. 
| Hoſt. Where be my Horſes? Speak well of them, 


Varletto. WT . | 
Bard. Run away with the Cozeners; for ſo ſoon. 
as I came beyond Eaton, they threw me off from be- 
hind one of them in a ſlough of mire; and fer ſpurs, 
and away, like three German Devils, three Doctor 
Fauſtuſſes. i exits 4 | 


* 


Hof. They are gone but to meet the Duke ; Val 
lain, do not ſay they = be fled ; Germans are honeſt 


Enter Evans. 
Eva. Where is mine Hoſt 
_ Hoſt. W hat is the matter, Sir? 


Eva. Have a care of your entertainments; there 
is a Friend of mine come to Town, tells me there is 


three Cozen - Jermans that has cozen'd all the H 


of Reading, of Maiden- Head, of Cole- Brook, of Hories 
and Mony. ITtell you for good will, look you, you 
are wiſe, and full of gibes and vlouting- ſtocks, and 


tis not convenient you ſhould be cozened; fare you 
25 | | | (Exit. 


Tel 
Enter Caius: 


Caius, Ver'is mine Hoſt de Farteer ? 


Heß. Here, Maſter Doctor, in perplexity and 
doubrful delemma. "EBT ; 5 
Caizs, ] cannot tell vat is dat; but it is tell a- me, 
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cudgel'd, they would melt me out of my fat, drop by 


rant they would whip me with their fine wits , till 


other, and fo they {hall be both beſtow'd ; I have 


Quic. And have not they ſuffer'd ? Ves, I warrant, 


Brainford; but that my admirable dexterity of Wit, 
my counterferting the action of an old Woman del: 


i'th' common Stocks for a Witch. 


dat you make a grand preparation for a Duke de Jy. 
many; by my trot , der is no Duke dat the Court i; 
know, to come: Itell you for good will; adieu. 

Hoft. Hue and Cry, Villain, go; aſſiſt me, Knight, 
I am undone ;fly , run, Hue and cry, Villain. I am 
undone; . „„ . 

Fal. I would all the World might be cozen'd, fot 
I have been cozened and beaten too. If it ſnould come 
to the ear of the Court, how I have been transformed, 
aud how my transformation has been waſh' d and 


drop, and liquor Fiſhermens boots with me; I War 


were as creſt-faln as a dry d Pear. I never proſpet d 
ſince I forſwore my ſelf at Primero. Well, it my 
Wind were but long enough, I would repent. Now, 
whence come you 5 


Enter Miſtrejs Quickly. 


2 From the two Parties, Forſooth. 
Fal The Devil take one Party, and his Dam tbe 


ſuffer'd more for their ſakes, more than the villai 
nous inconſtancy of Man's diſpoſition is able to beat 


ſpeciouſly one of them; Miſtreſs Ford, good heart, 
is beaten black and blue, that y ou cannot ſee a white 
ſpot about her. 

Fal. What tell'ſt thou me of black and blue? I was: 
beaten my ſelf into all the colours of the Rain- bow 
and I was like to be apprehended for the Witch of 


ver'd me, the Knave Conſtable had let me ich Stocks, 


de Jar. 
Court js 
„ 

( Exit 
Knight, 
n. I am 

(Exit, 
a'd „ for 
1d come 
ormed, 
h'd and 
drop by 
> 1 war. 
8 „ ll 
roſper a 
5 11 my 
Now, 


am the 
J have 

villat 
O beat. 
arrant;, 
heart, 
2 whit 


J was: 
-bow; 
itch of 
Wit, 
n deli- 


tocks 7 
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OF WINDSOR 5 
Quic. Sir, let me ſpeak with you in your Cham- 
ber ; you ſhall hear how things go, and, I Warraut, 
to your content. Here is a Letter will ſay ſome what. 
Good Hearts, hat ado is here to bring you together? 
Sure one of you does nor ſerve Heay'n Well, that you 
are ſo croſs'd. | | | 
Fal. Come up into my Chamber. 


SALE MN 3 


( Exeaut, 


Enter Fenton and Holt. 
. 

Aſter Fenton, talk not to me, my mind is heavy, 
Iwill give over all. | 
Fent. Vet hear me ſpeak; aſſiſt me in my purpoſe, 

And, as Jam a Gentleman, I'll give thee. 1285 
A hundred pound in Gold, more than your loſs. 
Hoſt. I will hear you, Maſter Fenton; and I will at 
the leaſt, keep your counſel. | FT 
Fent. From time to time I have acquainted you 
With the dear love bear to fair Anne Page, | 
Who, mutually, hath anſwer'd my affection, 
So far forth as her {elf might be her chuſer ) 
Even to my wiſh ; Thave a Letter form her 
Of ſuch contents, as you will wonder at; 
The mirth whereof , fo larded with my matter, 
That neither ſingly can be manifeſted , Os 
Without the ſhew of both. Fat Sir Fohn Falſtaff 
Hath a great ſcene ; the image of the jeſt - g 
Il ſhew you here at large. Hark good mine Holt ; 
To- night at Herne's Oak, juſt *rwixt twelve and one, 
Muſt ray ſweet Nan preſent the Fairy Queen: 
The purpoſe why is tor In which diſguiſe , 
While other jeſts are ſomething rank on foot, 
| Her 
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That quaint in green, ſhe ſhall be looſe enrob'd, 


And here it reſts, that you'll precure the Vicar 
Jo ſtay for me at Church, twixt twelve and one, 


Her Father hath commanded her to ſlip * » 
Away with Slender, and with him at Eaton 
Immediately to marry; ſhe hath conſented. Noy sit, 
Her Mother, even ſtrong againſt chat match, 

And firm for Doctor Caius, hath appointed 
That he ſhall likewiſe ſhuffle her away, 
While other ſports are tasking of their minds, 
And at the Deanry, where a Prieſt attends, 
Straight marry her ;to this her Mother's Plot 
She, ſeemingly obedient , likewiſe hath 

Made promiſe to the Doctor. Now thus it reſts; 
Her Father means ſhe (hall be all in white , 

And in that habit, when Slender ſees his time 

To take her by the hand, and bid her go, 

She ſhall go with him. Her Mother hath intended, 
The better to devote hex to the Doctor, 

( For they muſt all be mask d and vizarded ) 


With Ribbands- pendant, flaring bout her head; 
And when the Doctor ſpies his vantage ripe, 
To pinch her by the hand , and on that toxen, 
The Maid hath given conſent to go with him. 
Hoſt. Which means ſhe to deceive? Father, or Mother! 
Fent. Both, my good Hoſt, to go along with me: 


And in che lawful name of marrying , 
To give our Hearts united ceremony. 5 
Hoſt. Well, husband your device; I'll to the Vicar. 
Bring you the Maid, you ſhall not lack a Prieſt. 
Fent. So ſhall Ievermore be bound to thee; 
Beſide, I'll make a preſent recompenſe. ( Exeunt, 


ACT 


Mother 
thme: 


ne, 
Vicar, 


E xeunt. 


ACT 


OF WIN DSOR 57 


1 1 
SCE N E. 4: 
Enter F alſtaff and Mipreſ Qiu. 


FALSTAPFS. 


Lg no more. pratling; go, I'll hold. This is 


the third time; I hope good Luck lyes in odd 
numbers: away, go, they lay there is Divinity in 
odd numbers, either in Nativity, Chance or Death; 
away. 
Quick. III provide youachain, and Udo what I 


canto get you a pair of horns. - 


{ Exit. Mrs, Quickl 
Fal. Away, Iſay, time wears; hold up TO hal 


and mince. 


( 


Enter Ford. 


How now , Mr. Broom 2 Mr. Broom, the matter wilt 


be known to- night or never. Be you in the Park a- 
bout mid - night, at Herne's Oak, and you oy ſe 
| wonders. = 


Ford. Went you t nor to 885 yeſterday, Sir 4 as you 
told me you had appointed? 
Fal. I went to her, Maſter Broom, as you ſee, like 


a poor old Man; but I came from her, Maſter Broom 3 


like a poor old Woman. That ſame Knave, Ford her 


Husband , hath the fineſt mad Devil of Jealouſic in 


m. Maſter Ms that cycr goyern'd Frenzy. I 


will | 
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will tell you, he beat me grievouſſy in the ſhape ofa 
Woman ; for inthe ſhape of a Man, Maſter Broom 
I fear not Goltah with a Weaver's beam, becauſe , 


1 know allo life is a ſhuttle. I am in haſte, go along 


with me, I'll tell you all, Maſter Broom. Since pluckt 
Geeſe , play'd Truant, and whipt Top, 1 knew nor 


what 'twas to be beaten, till lately. Follow me, II 


tell you ſtrange things of this Knave Ford; on whom 
ro-night 1 will be reveng'd, and I will deliver his 
Wife into your hand. Follow, ſtrange things in hand, 
Maſter Brooms, follow. „„ 


„ dn 
Enter Page, Shallow and Slender. 


PAO E. 


A Ome, come; we'll couch i'th'Caſtle-ditch, till 
we ſee the light of our Fairies. Remember, 
Son Slender, my Daughter. „„ 
_  Slen, Ay Forſooth, Ihave ſpoke with her and we 
have a nay- word how to know one another. I come 
to her in white and cry Mum, ſhe cries Budget, and by 
that we know one another. 


Shal. That's good too; but what needs either your | 


Mum , or her Budget ? The white will decipher her 

well enough. It hath ſtruck ten a- clo. 
Page. The night is dark, Light and Spirits will 

become it well ; Heav'n proſper our ſport. No Man 


means evil but the Devil, and we ſhall know him by 


His horns. Let's away; follow me. ( Exenns, 


Sc. 


O. 
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OF-WINDSOR: 26 
SCENE III. 
Enter Miſgreſ Page, Mipreſfi Ford and 


y 


Mis TRESS Pa GE. ? 


R. Doctor, my Daughter is in green; when 
you ſee your time, take her by the hand, away 
with her to the Deanry , and diſpatch it quickly ; go 
before into the Park; we two muſt go together. 
Caius, I know vat I have to do; adieu. (Exit. 
Mrs. Page. Fare you well, Sir. My Husband will 
not rejoice ſo much at the abuſe of Falſtaff, as he will 
chafe at the Doctor's marrying my Daughter: But tis 
no matter; better a little chiding, than a great deal of 
heart-brea. 5 
Mrs. Ford. Where is Nan now, and her Troop of 
fairies, and the Welch Devil Herne? 8 
Mrs. Page. They ate all couch'd in a pit hard by 
Herne's Oak, with obſcur d lights; which at the very 
inſtant of Falſtaffs and our meeting they will at once 
diſplay tothe night. „„ 
Mrs. Ford. That cannot chuſe but amaze him. 
Mrs. Page. If he be not amaz'd he will be mock d; 
ithe be amaz d he will be mmock d. „ 
Mrs. Ford. We'll betray him finel yx. 15 
* Againſt ſuch Leudſters, and their 
cher R wo NE 
Thoſe thar 5 them do no treachery. 
Mrs. Ford. The hour drawys on; to the Oak, to the 
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you: Come come, trib, tribz. l Fxemnt. 


blame me to piſs my tallow? Who comes here? M, 
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My male Deer? 


' WTENE NV ni 
Enter Evans and Fairies. =: 
| . 2 VAN 8. : 2 
"Rib, trib, Fairies; come, and remember your | 


parts: Be pold , I pray you, follow me into 
the Pit, and when I give the watch - ords do as I bid 


VV 


4 He Windſor bell hath ſtruck twelve, the minute ; 
draus on; now the hot-blooded God aſſiſt me. 


Remember, Jove, thou waſt a Bull for thy Europa; Wl 
Love ſet on thy horns. Oh powerful Love ! That le 
in ſome reſpects makes a Beaſt a Man; in ſome other, H 


a Man a Beaſt. You were alſo, Jupiter, a Swan, 
for the love of Leda: O omniporent Love! How} 


near the God drew to the complexion. of a Goole; a 


fault done firſt in the form of a Beaſt, O Jove, a 

beaſtly fault; and then another fault in the ſemblance WI ( 
ofa Fowl; think on't, Jove, a foul fault. When Gods ve 
have hot backs, what ſhall poor Men do? For mel WM y. 
am a Wimdſor Stag, and the fatteſt I think, 1'th' For- At 
reſt Send me a cool Rut-time, Jove , or who can WC: 


sss Enter Miſtreſs Ford and Miſtreſs Page. 1 II 
Mrs. Ford. Sir John? Art thou there, my Deer? 
| Fal, 


— 


Fal. My Doe with the black ſcut? Let the sky 
nin potatoes, let it thunder to the tune of Green- 
gerves, hail kiſſing comfits, and ſnow eringoes, 
let there come à tempeſt of provocation, I will 
helter me here. 1 7 e 

Mrs. Ford, Miſtreſs Page is come with me, ſweet 
Heart. 5 . : a Se. 

er you . El. Divide me like a brib'd Buck, each a haunch, 
me into I will keep my ſides ro my ſelf, my ſhoulders for the 
48 This rellow ofthis walk, and my horns I bequeath your 
Freun. Husbands. Am I a Woodman, ha? Speak I like 
lerne the Hunter? Why, now is Cupid a Child of 
Conſcience, he makes reſtitution. As I am a true 
Spirit, welcome. 5 { Noiſe within. 
Mrs. Page. Alas! what noiſe ? ; 
Mrs. Ford. Heav'n forgive our ſins. 
55 Fal. What ſhould this be? | 
minute Bn Mrs. Ford. Mrs. Page. Away, awav. 
liſt me. „„ (Je Women run out. 
Europa; Fal. Ithink the Devil will not have me damn'd, 
That Leſt the oil that is in me ſhould ſer Hell on fire, 
other, He would never elſe croſs me thus. 
Swan, 5 
>! How| - | 
oole; 2 Enter Fairies. . 
Jove, a} | - 
nblance Qui, Fairies, black, gray, green, and white, 
N Gods WY You Moon-ſhine Revellers , and Shades of night; 
OT mel WM You orphan heirs of fixed Deſtiny , 
h For- attend your office, and your quality. 
ho can Crier Hobgoblin , make the Fairy O yes. 


re? MI Piſt. Elves, liſt your names; ſilence, you airy toys. 
Cricket, to Windſor chimneys ſhalt thou leap : 
Where fires thou find'ſt unrak'd, & hearths unſwept, 
There pinch the Maids as blew as bilbery. 
peer? Our radiant Queen hates ſſuts & ſluttery. - 
Tal. They 'reFairies, he that ſpeaks to them ſhall _— 
| - F | Tl 


Fal, 
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I'll wink and couch; no Man their works muſt eye, 
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Away, diſperſe ; bur till tis one a clock 


8 | | ( Lyes down upon his fay 
Eva. Where's Bede: Go you, & where you find a Mai 
That ere ſhe ſleep has thrice her Prayers ſaid, 
Raiſe up the organs of her fantaſie, e 
But thoſe that ſleep and think not on their ſins, _ 
Pinch them, arms, legs, backs, ſhoulders, ſides & ſhin 
Quick. About, about; 0 

Search Windſor Caſtle , Elves, within and out; 
Strew good luck, Ouphes , on every ſacred room, 
That it may ſtand till the perpetual Doom, 

In ſtare as wholeſom , as in State tis fit, 
Worthy the Owner, and the Owner it. 

The ſeveral chairs of order look you ſcour, 

With juice of balm and ev'ry precious flow r; 
Each fair Inſtalment, Coat, and ſev'ral Creſt, 
With loyal Blazon evermore be bleſt. 

And nightly medow-Fairies , look you ſing 

Li ke to the Garter compaſs in a ring, 
Th'expreſſuxe that it bears, green let it be, 
More fertile freſh than all the field to ſee ; 

And, Hon ſort qui mal y penſe write 

In emrold tuffs, flowers, purple, blue and white, 
Like Saphire- pearl, and rich embroidery, : 
Buckled below fair Knight-hoods bending knee; 
Fairies uſe low'rs for their charactery. 


Our dance of cuſtom round about the Oak 6:1 
Of Herne the Hunter let us not forget. (order ſa⸗ 
Eva. Pray you lock hand in hand, your ſelves i 
And twenty Glow-worms ſhall our Lanthornsbe 
To guide our meaſure round about the tree. 
But ſtay , I ſmell a Man of middle earth. 
Fal. Heav'ns defend me from that Welch Fairy, 
Leſt ke transform me to a piece vf cheeſe. 2 5 
Piſt. Vild worm, thou waſt o'er-look'd even! 
thy birtn. | Wii 


* 


on bis fan Q1ic. With trial-fire touch me his finger end; 
nd a Mau bc be chaſte the lame will back deſcend, 


nd turn him to no pain; but if he ſtart, 
is the fleſh of a corrupted heart. | 

Tiſt. A Trial , come. „ = 
(They burn him with their Tapers , and pinch him, 
des & thin Ev. Come, will this wood take fire? 
Fal. Oh, oh, oh. | | | | 
ic, Corrupt, corrupt, and tainted in deſire; 
room, Mſbout him, Fairies, fing a ſcornful Rbime; 

Aud as you trip, ſtill pinch him to your time. 


2 


The Song. 
i . ie on ſinful phantaſie: Fie on Luſt and Luxury: 
2 Luſt is but a bloody fire , kindled with unchaſie deſire. 
Feld in heart whoſe flames aſpire , | 
As thoughts do blow them higher and higher. 
Pmnch him, Fairies, mutually. ; pinch him for his villany: 
Pinch him, and burn him, and turn him about, 

Til candles, and Star-light, and Moon-ſhine be out. 
yhite, 8 . (He offers to run out. 
we Enter Page, Ford c. They lay hold on him. 

| Page. Nay,do not fly, Ithink I have watcht you now; 

(order (<8!!! none but Herne the Hunter ſerve your turn? 
- ſelves i Mrs. Page. I pray you come, hold up the jeſt no 
is be higher. | | 

4 lo, good Sir John, how like you Windſor wives ? 

| dee you theſe Husbands; Do not theſe fair Oaks 

airy; | become tlie Foreſt better than the Town ? 
£4580 Ford. Now , Sir, who's a Cuckold now? 
| even ir. Broom , Falſtaff's a Knave , a cuckoldy Knave, 


Here are his Horns, Maſter Broom 3 


Wits | 
& F 2 i | And, 


7 


$44 THE MERRY WIVES Wl 
And, Maſter Broom , he hath enjoy d nothing of ki 
bur his buck-basker , his cudgel , and twenty Poun(W 
of Mony, which muſt be paid to Mr. Broom; ji 
Horſes are arreſted for it, Mr. Broom. - 
Mrs. Ford. Sir John, we have had ill luck: we co 
never meet. I will neyer take you for my Loye agay 
but I will always count you my Deer. — 
Fal. I do begin to perceive that Iam made an Af; 
Ford. Ay z and an Ox to: Both the proofs are ext 
Fal. And theſe are not Fairies: „ 
I was three or four times in the thought they we 
not Fairies; and yet the guiltineſs of my mind, ti 
ſudden ſurprize of my powers, drove the groſlue(;f 
the foppery into a receiv'd belief, in deſpight of wil 
teeth of all Rhime and Reaſon , that they were Fair 
See now how Wit may be made a Tack a- lent, v 
tis upon ill imployment. 5 ; 
Eva. Sir ohn Falſtaff, ſerve Got, and leave jul 
delires , and Fairies will not pinſe you. ; 
Ford, Well ſaid , Fairy Hugh. „ 3 
Eva. And leave you your jealouzies too, I 
Ou. | | 2 5 | b 
Ford. I will never miſtruſt my Wife again, 
thou art able to woo her in good Exgliſh, | 
Fal. Have I laid my brain in the Sun and dry'd "i 
that it wants matter to prevent ſo gtoſs o'er reaching 
this? Am J ridden with a Welch Goat too? Shall I ll 
a Coxcomb of frize? Tis time I were choak'd wit 
piece of toaſted cheeſe. F 
Eva. Seeſe is not good to give putter ; your pelly 
all putter. 5 „ 
Fal. Seeſe and putter? Havel liv'd to ſtand at tl 
taunt of one that makes fritters of Engliſh > This 
enough ro be the decay of Luſt and late - walk 
through the Realm. e f 
Mrs. Page. Why Sir Tohn, do you think, chourlil 
we would have thruſt Yirtue our of our hearts * ] 
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ES OF WINDSOR 87 
ng of A ead and ſhoulders, and have given our ſelves without 79 
nty Pom cruple to Hell, that ever the Devil could have made = 
Broom ; ¶ ¶ vou our delight? | . | 

| | Ford, What, a hod e pudding? A bag of flax? 


S: we co Mrs. Page. A puft Man? 

ove agu Page. Old, cold, wither'd, and of intolerable 
Wy entrails? 883 rl ls bn 

lean Al, WR Ford. And one that is ſlandrous as Satan? 


are EXtay Page. Andaspoor as Job? I 
EY Ford. And as wicked as his Wife? 
they e va. And given to Fornications, and to Taverns 3 


mind, and Sack, and Wine, and Metheglin, and to drink- 
groſſnebße ings, and ſwearings, and ſtaring ? Pribbles and 
ight of wh prabbles? s N 5 
vere Fairy Fal. Well, Iam your theme; you have the ſtart 
lent , wid of me; Iam dejected; I am not able to anſwer the 

3h Welch Aannel. Ignorance itſelf is a Plummero'er me, 
| leave uſe me as you will. | 
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= Ford. Marry Sir, we'll bring you to Windſor to 
8 one Mr. Brooms, that you have cozen'd of Mony, to 
oo, I whom you ſhould have been a Pander: Over and above 
chat you have ſuffer d, Ithink, to repay that Mony will 
19410 , bea biting affliction. 3 6 
Page. Yet be cheerful, Knight, thou ſhalt eat a 
id dry d bpoſſet to- night at my houſe, where J will deſire thee to 
reaching WE laugh at my Wife, that now laughs at thee, Tell her 
Shall Ih Mr. Slender hath marry'd her Daughter. 5 
ak'd wicht Mrs. Page. Doctors doubt that: | 
If Anne Page be my Daughter, ſheis by this, Doctor 
Our pelly i Caiuss Wife, = | 


J þ a 2 n 5 3 e 4 n Nies . 
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tand at tl | Enter Slender. _ 
þ > This! Slen, What hoe! Hoe ! Father Page! 


te - walkin! Page. Son? How now? How now Son, 
3 Have you diſpatch'd ? | 
Ik, thous Slen. Diſparch'd ? I'll make the beſt in Gloucheſter 
earts , dire Know on't; would I were hang d- la, elle. 
N Page. Of what, Son? PE OS” 
5 = x1 „ 
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Pardon. 


% THE MERRY wives 
- Slen. I came yonder at Eaton to marty Miſtre 7 


Anme Page, and ſhe's a great lubberly Boy. If it ha 


not been i'th Church, I would have ſwing'd him, or 
he ſhould have ſving'd me. If 1 did not think it had 
been Anne Page, would I 1 2 never ſtir , and * "tis a 


- Poſt-maſter's Boy. 


Page. Upon my Life then 3 wok Pl wrong. 
Slen. What need you tell me that? I think {ol „When 


Itook a Boy for a Girl: If Thad been marry'd to him, 


for all he was in Womans apparel , I 78 not han 


had him. 
Page. Why, this is your own folly. 


Did not I tell you how you aa know my Dingle 


by her garments? 
Slen. I went to her in green and cry'd Mum, and he 


cry'd Budget, as Anne and I had appointed, and yet i 


was not Aune, but a Poſt-maſter's Boy. 

Mrs. Page. Good George be not angry; I knewd 
your purpoſe, turn d my Daughter into white, aul 
indeed ſhe is now with the Dockor at the DEP » and 
there marry d. 


1 Caius. 


Caius, Vet is Miſtreſs Page; by gar! am 6000 
I ha'marry'd one Garſoon, a Boe; oon Peſant, by 
gar. A Boy, it is not Anne Page , by g gar, Lam co- 
zon'd. 

Mrs. Page. Why! Did you take her in whine? ? 

Caius. Ay be gar; and tis a Boy 3 be gar, III raiſe 
all Windſor. 

Ford, This 1s ſtrange ; ; who hath got che right 45. 
ne? 

Page. My Heart miſgives me; here comes Me. 
Fenton. | 
How now Mr: Fenton? | 

Anne. Pardon, good Father ; good my Mother, 


- 


Page. 


OF WINDS 


E 5 | Page. Now Miſtreſs, _ 
Miſtreſß ow chance you went not with Mr, Slender? 
If it had Mrs. Page. Why went you not with Mr. Doctor; 
him, ot laid? = Es 
nk it had ent. You do amaze her. Hear the truth of it. 
and tis vou would have marry d her moſt ſhamefully , 
NN bere there was no proportion held in love. 
ng, The truth is, the and I, long fince contracted, 
fo , when MW Arc now ſo ſure that nothing can diſſolve us. 
d to him, WTh' offence is holy that ſhe hath committed, 
not have and this deceit loſes the name of craft, 
" Of diſobedience , or unduteous title; 
ince therein ſhe doth evitate and ſhun 
Daughter A thouſand irreligious curſed hours | 
| Which forced Marriage would have brought upon her. 
1, and ſhe Tord. Stand not amaz d, here is no remedy, | 
and yetit In Love, the Heav'ns themſelves do guide the State; 
Mony buys lands, and Wives are {old by Fate. 
knew of Fal. I am glad, tho' you have ta'en a ſpecial ſtand to 
nite, an ſtrike at me, that your Arrow hath glanc'd. | 
nry, and Page. Well, what remedy ? Fenton, Heay'n 
give thee joy 3 What cannot be eſchew'd , muſt be 
embrac'd. | „„ | 
Fal. Whey Night-dogs run, all ſorts of Deer are 
chac'd. 
cozon'd, Mrs. Page. Well, I will muſe no further: Mr. Fenton, 
ſant, by WK Hear'n give you many, many merry days. 
am co- Good Husband , let us every one go home, 
125 And laugh this ſport o'er by a country fire, 
ite? Sir John and all. | 


Ford. Let it be ſo . Sir John: 


III raiſe | 
. | To Maſter Broom you yet ſhall hold your word; 


ght © | for he, to-night, ſhall lye with Miſtreſs Ford. 
x | | i 55 (Exeunt « 
mes Mr. 15 
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